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From the Pastor – As I mentioned in a recent children's sermon,
when Barbara and I left at the beginning of May for a two-week
trip to visit family on the west coast, the season of spring had not
yet "sprung" so-to-speak. When we departed on May 2nd it still
looked largely like it does during the winter months, as far as our yard, gardens, and trees were concerned. The grass
was short, brown, and largely looked dead. Nothing had sprouted yet in the gardens, leaving only some of last year's
detritus to be seen. The branches on the apple and maple trees were completely bare.
Upon our return to Maine on May 17th, though, things looked different. As I told the kids in my children's sermon,
this sort of change is nothing new -- it happens every year. But if you're around day by day while it is taking place, you
may not notice it all that much. Because from one day to the next, the change tends to be quite small and incremental.
When you don't see your yard for two weeks straight, the change from what you remember having seen previously can
be pretty dramatic!
The trees hadn't leafed out fully yet, but they sure weren't looking skeletal any longer. Lots of buds had appeared, with
leaves beginning to unfold along the branches.
In the gardens, raspberry and strawberry plants were greening up as well. Many of the flowers had not only sprouted
through the soil but had matured to the point of opening into full, colorful bloom.
And the grass -- the grass!! Not dead, brown, or short any longer. The first several days back I was too busy to get out
there with the mower, and I was starting to panic a little. When I finally did manage to cut the grass, I could barely
make it through the lush growth, even with the mowing deck raised 5-6 inches off the ground. If I want to get the lawn
down to its proper level, I'll need to get out there again soon to make a second pass!
This is a time of the year, when it's important to take note of what's happening around us -- the rebirth of the natural
world. The changes that occur -- whether viewed slowly and incrementally or noticed more suddenly -- can take your
breath away. They can be a beautiful, glorious, awe-inspiring reminder of God's power; God's power to create the
world in all of its splendor, and God's power to sustain God's remarkable creation.
In the book of Genesis, in the account of God first bringing the world into being, it says that with each new element -water, land, plants, trees, moon, stars, sea creatures, birds, livestock, wild animals -- God "saw that it was good." This
phrase is repeated over and over again, as a sort of litany. As God's assessment of the world God was creating: "God
saw that it was good."
As we head into the "summer season" in our beautiful state of Maine (or anywhere else we may find ourselves!) my
prayer is that each of us deeply appreciate and care for, the world God has so graciously and lovingly created on our
behalf and for our benefit. That we treasure the beauty and wonder of trees, flowers, animals, oceans, rivers,
mountains, forests, bees, birds, fish -- maybe even insects!?
Of course, the final part of God's creation was people. We, and others, are included in the beauty and wonder of what
God has brought into being. Another aspect of the natural world for which to give thanks and praise to God.
At the very end of the account of creation in Genesis, the repeated phrase mentioned above occurs once more, though
with a slight twist this time: "God saw ALL that he had made, and it was VERY good."
May each of us see ALL that God has made, and also respond, through our words and actions, that it is VERY GOOD!
Yours in Christ, Pastor Rich
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MESSAGE FROM A NEW COUNCIL MEMBER: Discerning our path to discernment
By Faith Gillman, Church Council

What does it mean to be discerning? For some, it means to have refined tastes in clothes, wine or food. For others, it’s
the knack of being perceptive about another’s motive or rationale. Merriam Webster’s dictionary offer several
definitions. As a transitive verb, it can mean to detect with the eyes or other senses, or as the ability to discriminate.
As an intransitive verb, it means to see or understand differences.
The word discerning has come up often during church council meetings over the past several months but it’s really
discernment that has been at the center of our discussion. Discernment, on its face, means the ability to judge well. In
the context of a spiritual methodology, discernment is more about obtaining guidance and understanding by being
open to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to us—as individuals and as a congregation.
As a congregation, we have myriad decisions to make, many of them on a practical level. Is there a way to save money
on paper goods? Have we budgeted enough for oil for next season? Do we want to replace or repair a door, a window,
the stairs? The list goes on and on. For deciding on these matters, we have a tried and true method in place. We
discuss, pray about it, consider options and bring it to a democratic vote. The system works well, and the Holy Cross
family works well together.
But what about our spiritual life as a congregation? What would help us determine what God is calling us to do, as the
body of Christ, here and now and in the future?
Those questions have led the council to actively pursue the study of spiritual discernment. We will be working
throughout the coming months to better understand the discernment process ourselves, in order to facilitate a
congregational study of the process later this year. It is inspiring to consider all the possibilities and opportunities that
sharing with each other, listening deeply and attentively to others, and providing space for everyone to have a voice,
will bring.
In September, information about Biblical/communal discernment will be shared with everyone, followed by a series of
study sessions for anyone interested in the process. We’ll be utilizing several resources, including “In Tune with God,”
a book by Sally Weaver Glick that provides guidance for congregations engaged in the discernment process. As Glick
notes in chapter 1 of her book, discernment is “the discipline of aligning our decisions and actions with God’s.
Congregational discernment is the application of this practice to decisions made in and by the congregation.”
As a council, we feel certain that we can grow spiritually through this process and practicing discernment will pave the
way for turning to God to guide Holy Cross in making plans for the future of our ministry. Our hope is for a creative
process grounded in guidance by the Holy Spirit where all voices are heard and meaningful. Are you ready join us on a
journey to get in tune with each other and in tune with God? All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this
place!

WELCOMING IMMIGRANTS, OUR NEW NEIGHBORS – HELP NEEDED
Welcoming Immigrants, Our New Neighbors is currently supporting 30
newly arrived to Maine families from the Middle East and Africa.
Currently there is a great need for the following donations:
Gift cards for food, including items that can’t be purchased for food
stamps (Hannaford, Market Basket, and Walmart), Gift cards for clothing
(Reny's, TJ Maxx, Goodwill, Kohl's, and Target). As the families live in
Biddeford the above store locations are convenient for them. Any cash
contributions can be earmarked for the Pastor's discretionary fund and
we will purchase the items. Gifts cards can be placed in the offering plate
or sent to the church office – please be sure to mark them as being for
"Welcoming New Immigrants." If you have any questions please contact
Cheryl Dearman Mills (641-3837) or pastor. Thank you for your generosity!
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OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF CHILDREN
by Donna Simmons

A couple years ago I came across this picture from Timeline Photos on Facebook. The message
stayed with me so much that I printed it and posted it on my office wall. There is something to
be learned from these children. The caption that was posted with the picture follows:
“An anthropologist proposed a game to the kids in an African tribe. He put a basket full of fruit
near a tree and told them that whoever got there first won the sweet fruits. When he gave them the signal to run they
all took each other’s hands and ran together, then sat in a circle enjoying their treats. When he asked them why they
chose to run as a group when they could have had more fruit individually, one child spoke up and said: ‘UBUNTU,
how can one of us be happy if all the other ones are sad?’”
My research on the photo and the story lead me to many facts. One is the translation of UBUNTU. I found that it is an
African proverb known by at least two native African tribes and in South Africa. It is a Nguni Bantu term meaning
"humanity”. In the Xhosa culture, the definition is:
I am because we are!
Eventually I came to this quote:
“In Africa there is a concept known as ‘ubuntu’ – the profound sense that we are human only through the humanity of
others; that if we are to accomplish anything in this world it will in equal measure be due to the work and achievement
of others.”
-- Nelson Mandela

The children should be teaching us all:

I am because we are!
UBUNTU!

SUMMER SCHEDULE
The summer worship schedule for Holy Cross began on Sunday, May 26, 2019 with a single
service at 9:30 am. This will continue through the weekend of September 8th (the weekend
after Labor Day).
Please come join in coffee and fellowship either before or after the service!
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ROGER’S REFLECTIONS: Our Daily Bread

By Roger Rotvig

The Lord’s Prayer is found in two sections of scripture; in Matthew 6 it is part of the Sermon on the Mount; in Luke 11
it comes during a Mary/Martha story, as a request from the disciples to teach them how to pray. In both instances the
words are virtually the same.
However, a closer look presents a seeming incongruity in their content. The prayer asks for mighty and significant
things in our understanding of God’s gracious concern for our lives: We are to keep His name holy; His kingdom is to
come! His will is to be done; we ask Him to forgive our sins; and we ask not to be led into temptation; and we ask to
be delivered from evil. The incongruity is that in the midst of the six above mentioned petitions, we are also to ask
each day for our daily bread, which seems to be a rather minor request, compared to the others.
To the Hebrew nation, from the time of Moses, these words became a symbol for trusting that God would deliver on
his promises. The 16th chapter of Exodus records the crucial events. They had been living for two and a half months
after their escape from Egypt and their wilderness wandering were proven difficult. Verses two and three include the
long harangue they gave against Moses and Aaron, saying: “Would that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the
land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness
to kill this whole assemble with hunger.”
The story then picks up with the Lord saying He would provide meat (quail) for them every evening and bread
(manna) every morning. Quail, they understood, but the bread, “a fine flake-like thing, fine as hoarfrost on the
ground” they did not. They were told to gather as much of the bread as they wanted and eat their fill, but only what
they needed for the day. Any surplus they saved over to the next day would be spoiled and uneatable – this, their daily
bread.
Thus it was for the 40 years of their wandering in the wilderness. The message at that time was that “the Lord would
provide!” It was not an eternal law of living hand-to-mouth forever. The Lord was leading them to a “promised land,
flowing with milk and honey” and a new existence to bring in God’s kingdom. But the lesson then would be the same,
save only what you need. If you have surplus, give it to those in need.
In the wilderness, all were equal and had the same amount available. The sick and those who could not gather for
themselves were aided by those who could gather for them. In the “land of milk and honey, the need of others would
become very great and to store up more than you needed, rather than sharing with them, was wrong. The prime
teaching of the “manna from heaven” experience was that the Lord will provide enough!
Including a teaching with this important message in the prayer Jesus taught us to pray, arms us with a strong
foundation for our lives. When we save beyond our needs and ignore the needs of the world, we show that we do not
trust the Lord. When we share, even abundantly, our own needs continue to be met, often even beyond our
expectations. Many of us, and certainly the world as a whole, need to follow this principle more closely.

YOUTH WORK CAMP MISSION TRIP
The Youth Work Camp Mission Trip will be July 21st to 27th in Dexter, Maine. If
you can make a contribution in support of the work they will be doing this
summer, any and all help is greatly appreciated! The fees paid to attend the camp
support the cost of food and lodging for the week, and also the purchase of paint
and building materials for the work crews.
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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY, EVERY SUNDAY, EVERY DAY
Back last fall when we had our Stewardship Sunday Congregational meeting to discuss our church budget for this year
you will remember we held individual round table discussions to express our individual thoughts for Holy Cross and
what was important to each of us in the budget. One resounding theme I remember was how important benevolences
are in the budget. How much should we give and where should we give it! This is a very personal issue for many, and
a very important issue in the ELCA.
Let’s look at how benevolence and mission support are defined: from Webster and how the ELCA describes it.
Webster says it is:
1. The disposition to do good; good will; charitableness; love of mankind, accompanied with a desire to promote their
happiness.
2. An act of kindness; a good deed done; charity given.
3. A species of compulsory contribution or tax, which has sometimes been extracted by arbitrary kings of England
and falsely represented a gratuity.
So that’s it? Compulsory contribution?
Let’s see how the ELCA describes it!
Mission Support (benevolence) is the way that Lutherans experience sharing Jesus’ message of love around the world;
it is the lifeblood of the work that God does through ELCA, providing almost 80% of budgeted support for our
ministries.
Mission is a broad term to describe all ministries of the church. Support is the portion of member’s offerings the
makes ELCA ministries possible.
That sounds more like it!
A very important part of the Stewardship aspect in our church, Holy Cross, is that each of us get a chance to express
our personal faith in how much we want to support missions, and what missions are most important to us as a
Church. Do we just do local missions? Or are national and world missions as important? What are those local
missions that we are mostly concerned about. Do we just donate funds to them or do we contribute time and talent as
well? Do we promote them outside our own church, making outreach part of our effort? What portion of our effort
and money do we promote to missions outside our community, our state, our synod, our country, or should some be
worldwide?
Pastor Rich and the Church Council are embarking on a study to increase our whole church’s understanding of the
mission of Holy Cross, and over the next few months we all will be discussing how we can better understand our role a
Christian Stewards and become more effective as Christian Stewards in all aspects of our church life. Stay tuned!!!
Carl Graves

A STRING WITH KNOTS
Prayer, takes many forms. Exploring different ways of praying can help us grow in our relationship with God. One
"prayer aid" so-to-speak is a string with knots tied in it. Over a period of one week, or ten days, or a month you can use
the string to pray for the Holy Spirit to be poured out upon specific family members or friends or acquaintances.
Praying for one person as you hold the first knot, then for another person as you move to the second knot, and so on.
These prayer aids are available from Betty Kreie for those who would like to try something a little different!
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CELEBRATIONS
A blessing for high school graduation took place on May 26th, as we celebrated the
accomplishments of the following young person in our Holy Cross community:
Morgan Sharp.
We rejoice with Morgan during this significant milestone in her life, and our prayers
are with her as she goes forth into whatever the future may hold, knowing that God's
love, support and guidance will always accompany her along the way!
On Sunday, June 9th we celebrated along with Robert Stetson and Meggie Boislard, who
affirmed their baptism in the Rite of Confirmation. Our prayers are with both of these
young people as they take this important step in their journey of faith. May God bless
them richly and continue to draw them close with his love and grace.

NEW CHAIRS!
Our New Chairs for Luther Hall have arrived! This is thanks to a gift of lightly used chairs
given to us courtesy of Inn by the Sea in Cape Elizabeth. As a result, we need to find a new
home for the chairs we currently have. If anyone in our church community could use some
of those chairs, we would be happy to distribute them in that way. Anyone who would like
any of the old chairs is free to take them anytime, including today! If you want chairs but
aren't able to take them today, please add your name to the list on the white board in the
Narthex, along with an approximate date of when you can pick them up.
NEW SIGN!
You may have noticed that we are missing our sign in front of the church. Our sign was the victim of a storm last
October and it fell over. It was propped up throughout the winter while it was determined what to do and to wait until
the ground thawed enough. The ground has thawed and the sign is being professionally re-done. Look for a picture of
it in the next Crier!

CHOIR BREAK
Our wonderful Holy Cross Choir will be taking a well-deserved break for the summer. We will miss them during these
upcoming months, but this also presents an opportunity for others in our church community to share their musical
talents! If you sing and/or play an instrument we would love for you to take part in the special music program this
summer. Betty Kreie will be coordinating the program so please be in touch with any questions and to sign up for a
particular Sunday! 646-8611 or bettykreie@gmail.com

LAWN MOWING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Please sign up on the sheet on the white board in the Narthex. We supply
the lawn mower and gas, you supply the labor. Pick your week to help out
with mowing -- ideally on Friday or Saturday, though earlier in the week is
fine too if that is what works best for you. Mower and gas are located in the
shed. The key to the shed is located on the sill of the left side vent. Please
contact the church office (985-4803) if you have any questions. Thank you
in advance.

This picture does not accurately
represent the lawn at church.
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NEW MEMBERS
We are very happy to be receiving a group of people into membership. It is always a joy when our fellowship as the
body of Christ welcomes new people! We are glad for what they bring to our common life, in terms of their unique
gifts and experiences. And our hope and prayer is that the ministry of Holy Cross will also be a blessing to them, in
terms of being nurtured and supported in their lives as disciples of Jesus. Their bios and pictures are below.

Bob Danzilo was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York. He
attended New York Institute of Technology and holds a Bachelor
of Science degree in Business Administration . He is also a US
Navy Vietnam veteran, serving aboard USS Ranger CV61 from
1969 to 1971.
Bob owns and operates the Rugosa, a lobster tour boat here in
Kennebunkport but has been a professional mariner since 1986.
He has also owned businesses, is a self-taught musician and
singer/songwriter and is proud to be the husband of Valerie
Kuhn Reid.

Ellen and John Michalowski live in West Newfield, ME. Both are
longtime Lutherans, and all of their children were baptized in the
Lutheran church in Az. John and Ellen met at the University of
Arizona in a tennis class. Theirs’s was an unlikely "love match",
since John received his degree in Architecture and Ellen received
her Bachelor's in Microbiology and then went to medical school.
They were married in 1981 and have three grown children, Dana, a
banker in Az, Emma, a social worker in Boston, and Tyler, who is
going to law school in the fall. He and his wife, Jessica have a 9
month old son, Henry, who was recently baptized at Holy Cross.
Ellen practiced Ob/Gyn for 25 years and had to retire due to health
issues. John continues working as an architect and plans to continue
for several more years. In their spare time, they enjoy spending time
with their children, traveling and hiking. Ellen is learning stained
glass and volunteers for the Center for Grieving Children. John
enjoys collecting and photography.

New Member Bios continued on page 9
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New Member Bios continue:
Joyce and Keith Schnaars moved from NJ to
New England one year ago. They live in both
Boston and Kennebunk. They have a son,
Kurt, who lives in Providence. RI. Joyce and
Keith feel blessed to have found a welcoming
church community and neighbors in their
Kennebunk neighborhood. They enjoy the
contrast of city and small town life. Their 16
year old poodle enjoys the city dogs of Beacon
Street yet, is in his happy place when running
free in the yard in Kennnebunk.

I (Bob) am a recently retired ELCA pastor, having last served
Emmaus Lutheran Church in Falmouth for 24 years. I also
served Nativity Lutheran in Rockport and Immanuel Lutheran
in Holden, Massachusetts. I grew up in Hamden, Connecticut,
and went to Middlebury College and Yale Divinity School. So
far I am enjoying retirement, keeping occupied playing hockey
and cooking. Cindy and I have two children, Emily (husband
Brendan) and Peter (wife Tonya). Emily and Brendan have an
almost-two-year-old daughter, Pernilla. Peter and Tonya have
a three-year-old son, Holden, and a baby girl Lorelei who was
just born on June 15th.
Cindy here! I was born in Honolulu, Hawaii, in…well…let’s
just say a while ago. My family moved every four or five years,
making stops in Lincoln, Nebraska; Springfield, Ohio; Lagos,
Nigeria; eventually ending up in New Haven, Connecticut. A
few years after graduating from Yale with a degree in
archaeology, I met Bob at a Yale-UCONN football game. I’m
an avid reader (mostly serious fiction and history, although
my guilty pleasure is post-apocalyptic fiction), dabble in
genealogy, and love to travel. And, even though retirement is
beckoning, I’m still working part-time at LL Bean in Freeport.
We are both so pleased to have found a new church home at
Holy Cross!
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HENRY PERKINS
Henry and Suzanne Perkins have been members of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church for over 20 years. Henry is our long-time “audio
man” – he records our sermons, edits and then uploads them to our
website on a weekly basis. He makes sure that the mikes are set
correctly and the hearing devices are functioning properly.
Henry also is on the board of our local food pantry and was recently
honored for over 20 years of “Dedicated Service and Faithful
Commitment on the Board of Directors for Community Outreach
Service.”
We join the community and his family in congratulating Henry on
this recognition and honor.
Congratulations, Henry!
Submitted by Priscilla Kenney.

MICROPHONES AND HEARING DEVICES
In the back of the church on the usher stand is a basket containing hearing devices.
These are available for anyone to use who might need a little help in hearing the
service. Please see the usher for help.
Along these lines, when speaking in church we ask for everyone to use a microphone.
Even though some people have very strong speaking voices and their voices can
project to the back of the church, there are people who are hard of hearing that won’t
be able to hear the very important announcement that is being made. When speaking
in church, please either use the handheld mike or go up to the lectern and use the
microphone there. Thank you!

BOWLING!
There is a group at Holy Cross who have discovered the joy of bowling!
This group would like to bowl on a regular basis at Garden Street
Bowling here in Kennebunk. Anyone is welcome, whether you know
how to bowl or not. Lessons are available from Garden Street Bowling
or you can just show up and get a quick tutorial from the group (who
are far from experts but can get the ball down the lane…most of the
time). If you are interested in joining in, please see Mary Keating or
Julie Clapp. We are thinking of Sundays maybe once or twice a month
but the day and time is negotiable once we are more organized.
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN: “FEEDING BODY & SOUL!”
SHARE THE BOUNTY
Saturday, July 6th, is the day for the next bean supper! There will be the usual menu of
beans, cole slaw, hot dogs, various breads and, of course, PIE! Everyone is welcome,
both from within the church and the wider community. If you are a regular volunteer,
please check with Julie if you can or cannot help.
COME HAVE SOME PIE!

FRIENDSHIP LUNCH
Monday, July 8th, is the Friendship Lunch. Everyone is welcome! We serve at noon. If you’re interested in helping
with the meal, contact Mary Keating.

BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL
The 2019 Blueberry Festival is coming!! Saturday, August 10th!!
Come join in the fun! Crafts, pies, blueberry shortcake and homemade donuts!
A pie baking extravaganza will take place on Friday, August 9th. And, yes, we do have
air conditioning! If you can help make and bake the pies, set up for the craft fair, etc.,
please see Linda Gaidimas.

PARENTS’ PRAYER GROUP
The Parent's Prayer group meets the first Monday of every month in Lord Street House. From 4:30 to 5:30 we will
share prayer concerns and pray together. From 5:30 to 6:00, we will devote time to fellowship and book discussion.
(The book we are reading is The Power of a Praying Parent and copies are available.) We pray for all children of all
ages and all stages - please join us!

JACK’S CORNER: The Big Bang Theory
Submitted by Jack Bates

A cowboy told his grandson the secret to a long life. He said, “ You gotta sprinkle a little gunpowder on your oatmeal,
see, if you do, you’ll live to a nice ripe old age.” So the cowboy did this religiously every day, and sure enough, lived to
the nice ripe old age of 96. When he died he left behind 4 children, 8 grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren……..and a
16 foot hole in the wall of the crematorium.
You are not only responsible for what you say, but also for what you do not say.
Martin Luther
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FAMILY & FRIENDS WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS:
Jim Keating
Diana Breitenfield
Rolf Bandle
Patti Berg-Anderson
Becky
Liz Lienhard
Konrad
Brenda & Tom
Dottie Graves
Ed Fox
David Donald
Jake

Lenny and Vicky Lambert
Bill and Polly Janiak
Baby Myka
Earl
Laurie Morin
Missy Cheaver
Susan
Henry Perkins
Steve
Margaret Gagne
Carmelle
Dawn
Eunice

Bob Dennis
Connie
Carissa
Louise
Mike Russell
Pat and Dick Malia
Meg
Wyatt Sargent along with
parents Ashley and Alex
and brother Steven
Joan
Norma Fournier
Beth
Sandra

We commend into God’s care the spirit of those who have died recently: Diane Morin (sister of Lynne's Gaudette's
daughter-in-law); Peggy Maher (Aileen Maher's sister-in-law)

SERVING US THIS SUMMER
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

ALTAR GUILD

June
Irene Eaton
Roger Anderson

June: Cathy Bansmer & Dot Bois
July: Lynn White

July
Julie Clapp, Cheryl Mills or Valerie Reid
Mary Bates

USHERS
June
Paul Moessner
Lynne Gaudette
July

Dale Lear
Lynne Gaudette
Paul Moessner
Mary Keating
CRIER PUBLICATION INFO:
The deadline for the August Crier is Friday, July 19th.
The Crier will be assembled and edited on Saturday morning, July 20th.
Please send all articles to Julie Clapp at juliane@julianemarie.com or leave them in the church office.
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THE CRIER
SUMMER 2019
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
2 Lord Street
Kennebunk, ME 04043
Reverend Richard A. Horner, Pastor
www.kennebunklutheran.org
Worship Schedule (for the summer)
9:30 am Single Service: Modern and Traditional Lutheran Liturgy*
*Holy Communion served at all services

God loves each of us
as if there were only one of us.
~St. Augustine
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