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From the Pastor – “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.’” What an awesome passage from the prophet Jeremiah (29:11), assuring us that
we can look ahead in life with confidence, knowing that God is with us and has plans for us that are good and
trustworthy.
It's not always easy, though, to live in such trust and hope from one day to the next. Too often worries, concerns, fears,
anxieties take hold of us, threatening to undermine our faith. It can happen to us as an individual, as a congregation,
as a denomination.
Questions about what the future holds for Christians in general, and for Lutherans in particular, within our fastchanging American context have been on my mind for a while now – and very possibly on your mind too. I’ve read
several books on the topic, I’ve heard several presenters speak on the subject, I’ve mentioned in sermons some of the
trends we are encountering.
I do not expect that reading, listening, discussing, reflecting upon our changing religious landscape will lead to
answers that are quick, easy, or definitive.
But I do believe that such engagement is important and necessary, in order for us to gain some sense of where God
would have us go. Even if the way ahead isn’t 100% clear, even if we need to try some things we can’t be sure will be
“successful,” I’m convinced there is value in being open to things that are new and different – being open to the Holy
Spirit working in us and through us, in ways that may be somewhat risky, somewhat uncomfortable, but ultimately
quite energizing and life-giving as well.
To discern “the plans I [the Lord] have for you” is our goal, but even the discernment process, much less the carryingout-what-is-discerned part, isn’t easy. It takes time, prayer, study of Scripture, discussion with fellow Christians, quite
possibly a “trial run” of some sort – all of which hopefully serve as guideposts along our way, giving us greater clarity
and confidence as we move ahead in faith. And yet always, ALWAYS, putting our trust in the power of God, our
heavenly Father, to bless us in our efforts, and to bless others through our efforts, even when it may feel as though our
efforts are far from perfect.
As Council President Paul Moessner has written about elsewhere in this edition of the Crier, members of Council have
spent time examining what it means to discern God's will in the context of our congregation, and how a process of
discernment may be helpful to us here at Holy Cross. Council will continue to learn, discuss, and reflect over the next
few months. Discernment amongst members of the body of Christ, is about listening to God and to one another; it is
about VALUING what each person has to say; it is about asking God to remove any blind spots that may be obstacles
to following His will; it is about engaging with both our logical/rational side, as well as our intuition and creativity; it
is about trusting God to work in us and through us as a GROUP.
Please keep Council members in prayer as further study and discussion take place. And please be praying about your
own participation in the fall, as we work together seeking to discern and to do God's will.
Thanks be to God for the plans He has for us!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Rich
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MESSAGE FROM A NEW COUNCIL MEMBER
May in Maine means spring has finally arrived. How joyfully that seasonal change uplifts our spirits. We are ready to
undertake changes in almost everything that defines us……getting fresh air in the house, planting new flowers in the
garden, losing a couple of those extra pounds from winter, taking walks around the neighborhood that were shunned
during the cold months, saying yes to new volunteering challenges and putting the finishing touches on the planning
for that summer vacation that seemed so distant last month.
In our church life, spring also gives us a chance to prepare for some delightful changes like greeting the return of
friends who went south for the winter, looking forward to the summer worship schedule when we enjoy being together
with the entire Holy Cross family every Sunday and enjoying not having to look out for those icy spots in the parking
lot.
In addition, as seasonal changes approach, we will mark completion of a wonderfully successful Capital Campaign at
Holy Cross that has done so much to improve the functionality of our facilities for worship, education, socializing and
community service. On top of all those successes, we will also be making the last mortgage payment when fall arrives.
Those are accomplishments that call for thanksgiving and celebration.
The close of the Capital Campaign also calls for contemplation about what lies in our future as God’s people in this
community. For several months, your Congregation Council has been examining a number of approaches aimed at
arriving at a discernment of God’s will for our congregation, especially as we close in on this notable point in our
history. Over the next few months Council will be studying discernment in more depth using a book called “In Tune
With God”. Then, in the fall, we will begin expanding the search for that discernment to the entire congregation in a
process characterized by prayer, listening for God’s direction and including participation by as many of our members
as possible. We hope that each and every one of our church family will make a commitment to be as much a part of
that search as were participants in the Capital Campaign. It will be challenging. It might even be a little scary at times.
It will be exciting. And, with God’s help, it will be the key to focusing on fulfilling ministries for the next few years.
Please mark Sunday, September 8th on your calendar, and plan to join us after worship that day for the first steps in
our walk with God into the future.
Paul Moessner
President, Congregation Council

WELCOMING IMMIGRANTS, OUR NEW NEIGHBORS – HELP NEEDED
Welcoming Immigrants, Our New Neighbors is currently supporting 30
newly arrived to Maine families from the Middle East and Africa.
Currently there is a great need for the following donations:
Gift cards for food, including items that can’t be purchased for food
stamps (Hannaford, Market Basket, and Walmart), Gift cards for
clothing (Reny's, TJ Maxx, Goodwill, Kohl's, and Target). As the families
live in Biddeford the above store locations are convenient for them. Any
cash contributions can be earmarked for the Pastor's discretionary fund
and we will purchase the items. Gifts cards can be placed in the offering
plate or sent to the church office – please be sure to mark them as being
for "Welcoming New Immigrants." If you have any questions please
contact Cheryl Dearman Mills (641-3837) or pastor. Thank you for your generosity!
PS If anyone has a working children’s bike and/or helmets to donate, it would be greatly appreciated! Please contact
Cheryl at the information above.
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SIGNS OF HOPE – SIGNS OF SPRING
by Donna Simmons

Signs of spring seemed to come late this year. I saw some of it through the eyes of my granddaughter when she saw
the tiny loose piles of mud just off my front step. She thought they were ant hills, but I said they were worm sign. It
might be a generational thing but I saw those little piles of mud as a sign of hope. The robins will now have food to eat.
While driving home in the evening when I get close to my large pond
I turn off the radio and open the car windows to a serenade of bull
frogs and peepers.
The crocuses, hyacinths, daffodils, and violets by my front door have
finally pushed their way through fall leaves and frozen ground. The
song birds are calling back and forth looking for mates. The fly
catchers are discussing where to build their nest.
Another sign of spring in my yard and along my forest road is the
bud swell on the trees. Then the little buds open up into tiny leaves
of red, pink, yellow, and white. Catkins drop to the ground and some
will take root to become new poplar trees. Soon the seeds from the
maple trees will drop spinning like helicopter blades. Acorns that
haven’t been eaten by the wild turkeys, chipmunks, and mice
start sending out roots through a crack in their hulls to anchor to
the ground and eventually become mighty oaks.
On the way to church, now that the lake is clear of ice and snow, I
see that the little turtles are crowded on a small rock warming
themselves in the sun.
Then while walking on our forest road we go past a few puddles
left by the snow melt. In one, a pair of mallard ducks are getting
to know each other. Along the forest trail, which is finally devoid
of ice, we hear the babbling brook. I stand on the foot bridge and
listen to the signs of spring.
On our way back to our house, I whisper to my husband and my dog to stop – and wait. “Do you see her up ahead?” I
ask. It takes a few minutes. But we are all focused on the doe a couple hundred yards ahead of us. She is perfectly still,
watching us. Finally, we start walking slowly toward her. She flits her white tail and lopes into the forest. Our dog
never barks or whimpers.

Yep! Spring, the season of hope, is here.
Thank you, Lord.
Amen
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ROGER’S REFLECTIONS: WORDS! WORDS! WORDS!
By Roger Rotvig

New words creep into our vocabulary regularly. Other words are dropped from dictionaries regularly or listed as being
“archaic”. But the most overlooked part of our use of words is when a word takes on an entirely different meaning
that it was originally meant to convey, sometimes, the exact opposite of its original meaning.
Take the word trivial. If we trivialize someone, or something, it is generally agreed that we think them, or it, to be
unimportant to us. Webster defines it as: “unimportant; insignificant; trifling; petty”. But the original use of the word
was quite different.
The Greeks, sometime around the time of Plato, developed a sevenfold educational system, consisting of two parts.
The first, the “Trivium”, had three major subjects - Grammar, Logic and Rhetoric. These were considered the basics
of public knowledge and interaction, and thus, available to all. For advanced education, they added the seven part
“Quadrivium” of arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy.
Since great thing were being done by the Greeks in later ages in those four fields of the Quadrivium, they began to
think of the Trivium as less important. The current word “trivial” emphasized the idea of “lesser importance” when it
should have thought of it as “foundational”.
To its’ credit, the great seal of the University of Pennsylvania shows the three Trivium books as a large foundation
upon which the four Quadrivium books rest. That’s the correct concept.
Another word that has taken on an entirely different meaning over time, is the word literal. Its original and still most
important meaning is “exact”, as “an exact translation”. Before the days of moveable type in the AD 1500s, tedious
hand written translations of important works were needed for research, teaching, and personal development. It was
important to know that you were getting an exact translation. Accurate and careful scribes were some of the highest
paying positions available. The best work was considered a “literal” (accurately) translated copy of the work.
Which lead us to the final word change for our consideration, criticism. This word is accurately defined in all of its
various uses, as “analyzing and making judgments”, with a far lesser use as “finding fault”. Too often we use the word
only with that latter, negative definition.
Christians too often confuse these terms. We think a “literal” translation covers both the accuracy of the text as well
as the interpretation of those words. Biblical “criticism” is the activity of scholars to uncover the meanings of the
words. A prime example of this is the fact that we can accept the creation stories in Genesis to be literal (accurate)
and still have the ability to use critical study to find what those words mean.
St Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) was the first recorded theologian of the Church to define this difference in his
writings. In his commentary on Genesis, he wrote: “…the interpretations of Scripture must accord with received
scientific knowledge and logic, and should explain the expressions used in the text”.
I love the distinction between literal and meaning that Jesus uses in his encounter with Nicodemus in the beginning of
our beloved 3rd chapter of John. Jesus told him, “…unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God”.
Nicodemus responded with something like, am I to take you literally on this? To which Jesus replied “Truly, truly, I
say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God”.

YOUTH WORK CAMP MISSION TRIP
The Youth Work Camp Mission Trip will be July 21st to 27th in Dexter, Maine. If
you can make a contribution in support of the work they will be doing this
summer, any and all help is greatly appreciated! The fees paid to attend the camp
support the cost of food and lodging for the week, and also the purchase of paint
and building materials for the work crews.
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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY, EVERY SUNDAY, EVERY DAY
“Christ is risen!” “He is risen indeed!” These are the words of joy spoken every Easter morning all over the world.
These are words of faith and Christian values that are carried in our lives, every day, and all year around.
These are the words that are the basis for the Purpose Statement of Holy Cross Church: RECEIVE, TRUST, LIVE,
SHARE GOD’S WORD WITH LOVE AND PEACE, EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT.
And these are the thoughts that our Guiding Principles are based on, so we can follow the Purpose of our church:
PRAY ALWAYS, STEP OUT IN COURAGE, LISTEN TO AND EMPOWER OTHERS, WORK TOGETHER, BE
HUMBLE AND GENEROUS.
In the April Crier, Pastor Rich introduced a program that he and the Council have been thinking and praying about for
a few months. Much more is to be followed up, as he leads us all in the discernment (now that’s a word we will hear
much more about) of how we of Holy Cross can best follow and live the Purpose Statement and Guiding Principles we
believe in.
Every day in our lives we encounter ways and reasons to live our lives in the belief that Christ is in our lives. We don’t
have to be “in Church” to feel the responsibility of living a Christian life. We see the needs in our own families where
some kind of support is always needed. “Charity begins at home” is a favorite saying of Mother Teresa, and rightly it
should be. But we also see it every day and in every way, the need for support around us, near and far, all kinds and
types of support, financial, a helping hand, a word of advice or counsel. The need for the stewardship of love and
support is always there.
As we live our lives as Christians, always remember the words we say and rejoice with: “Christ is risen! He is risen,
indeed!” And help us discern how we can do it better.
Carl Graves

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN: “FEEDING BODY & SOUL!”
SHARE THE BOUNTY
Saturday, June 1st, is the day for the next bean supper! There will be the usual
menu of beans, cole slaw, hot dogs, various breads and, of course, PIE!
Everyone is welcome, both from within the church and the wider community. If
you are a regular volunteer, please check with Julie if you can or cannot help.
COME HAVE SOME PIE!

FRIENDSHIP LUNCH
Monday, June 10th, is the Friendship Lunch. Everyone is welcome! We serve at noon. If you’re interested in helping
with the meal, contact Mary Keating.
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PENTECOST SUNDAY / CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
Please mark Sunday June 9th on your
calendar! This is Pentecost Sunday, when
we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit in fulfillment of Jesus' promise: "I
will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Counselor to be with you forever - the Spirit of truth." (John 14:16-17a)
There will be a single service at 9:30 a.m.
on Pentecost Sunday, and you are invited
to wear the color of the day, red, if you
have it in your wardrobe. We will also be
celebrating the Rite of Confirmation on
Pentecost Sunday, with two young people
affirming
their
baptism.
Following
worship there will a reception in Luther
Hall in honor of Robert Stetson and
Meggie Boislard. We look forward to
celebrating with Robert and Meggie this
important step along their journey of
faith!

NEW ENGLAND SYNOD ASSEMBLY
The New England Synod Assembly 2019 will take place June 7 and 8 in Worcester, MA. The theme of the assembly is
“What’s Your Story” - “We are gathering together story tellers for this year’s assembly. We’ll be listening to clergy, lay
leaders and others tell their stories while encouraging all attendees to do the same with workshops from those around
the synod and beyond. What’s your story? Where is God in your story – and how can you share that with others?”
(from the New England Synod website).
Please see the website for more information: https://www.nelutherans.org/assembly

PARENTS’ PRAYER GROUP
The Parent's Prayer group meets the first Monday of every month in Lord Street House. From 4:30 to 5:30 we will
share prayer concerns and pray together. From 5:30 to 6:00, we will devote time to fellowship and book discussion.
(The book we are reading is The Power of a Praying Parent and copies are available.) We pray for all children of all
ages and all stages - please join us!
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JOE HAKANSON’S MEMORIAL SERVICE
Joe Hakanson, a long-time member of Holy Cross and beloved friend of many,
joined our Father in paradise recently. We will be celebrating his life and sharing
memories on Saturday, May 18th at 11:00 am at Holy Cross. A reception will follow
in Luther Hall.

SUMMER SCHEDULE
The summer worship schedule for Holy Cross begins on Sunday, May 26, 2019 with a single service at 9:30 am.
This will continue through Labor Day weekend in September.
Please come join in coffee and fellowship either before or after the service!

BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL CRAFT DAY
The next craft day is scheduled for Saturday, June 8th starting at 8:00 am.
Please plan on attending this day of creativity and fellowship! There are
jobs for everyone, whether you are an experienced sewer or not. Please
come join in the fun!

JACK’S CORNER: 2 for 1
Submitted by Jack Bates

One of the Community Church pastor’s favorite premarital counseling jokes is this one: Adam and Eve had an ideal
marriage. He didn’t have to hear about all the men she could have married, and she didn’t have to hear about the way
his mother cooked.
God: “Whew! I just created a twenty-four-hour period of alternating light and darkness on earth.”
Angel: “What are you going to do now?”
God: “Call it a day.”

Humor is a prelude to faith and laughter is the beginning of prayer.
Reinhold Niebuhr
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FAMILY & FRIENDS WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS:
Jim Keating
Diana Breitenfield
Rolf Bandle
Patti Berg-Anderson
Becky
Liz Lienhard
Konrad
Brenda & Tom
Dottie Graves
Ed Fox

David Donald
Jake
Lenny and Vicky Lambert
Bill and Polly Janiak
Baby Myka
Earl
Laurie Morin
Missy Cheaver
Susan
Henry Perkins

Steve
Olivia
Tina Campbell
Nicole Muniz
Margaret Gagne
Carmelle
Dawn
Eunice Snyder
Bob Dennis

A prayer of thanksgiving for God’s healing power in the life of: Silas, Elizabeth, Tifani Bires, Ashley, Susan Smith, and
Dea Cleveland
We commend into God’s care the spirit of those who have died recently: Joe Hakanson (long time Holy Cross
member), Earl Morrison (friend of Donna Simmons), Ronnie Toussaint (friend of Lynne Gaudette)

SERVING US IN MAY
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

ALTAR GUILD

8:15 am
Carl Graves
Cathy Bansmer

TBA

10:45 am
Chris Cherry
Vicky Cherry

USHERS
8:15
Mary Keating
10:45

Richard & Sayoko Wrage
Jon Janiak

CRIER PUBLICATION INFO:
The deadline for the Summer Crier is Friday, June 14th.
The Crier will be assembled and edited on Saturday morning, June 15th.
Please send all articles to Julie Clapp at juliane@julianemarie.com or leave them in the church office.
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THE CRIER
MAY 2019
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
2 Lord Street
Kennebunk, ME 04043
Reverend Richard A. Horner, Pastor
www.kennebunklutheran.org
Worship Schedule
May 5, 12, 19
8:15 am Modern Lutheran Liturgy*
10:45 pm Traditional Lutheran Liturgy*
May 26
9:30 am Single Service: Modern and Traditional Lutheran Liturgy*
*Holy Communion served at all services

For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have
eternal life.
John 3:16

10

