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From the Pastor – In July I preached a sermon on the story in Mark 6:1-13. The story is about Jesus returning to his
home town of Nazareth, and the reaction of people who had known him growing up. As an illustration for that
sermon, I shared a story from my own life. A story about someone I had grown up with, who went on to become
famous. In my case it was someone who excelled as a professional baseball player, having a 20 year long career as the
shortstop for the Detroit Tigers.
In preparing my sermon I went online to get some statistics from his playing career, to show how well he had done,
and why he had become so well known. In the process of doing so, I learned that he had just recently been elected to
the baseball Hall of Fame! In fact, his induction ceremony was set to take place just a few weeks later – something else
I mentioned in my sermon.
Coming out of church that day Paul Moessner asked if I had considered making the trip to Cooperstown, to be there
for the induction ceremony. I answered that no, I hadn’t thought about doing so. Although the friendship I had
mentioned in my sermon had been significant when we were kids, it was not one we had kept up with over the years.
Though I was well aware of my childhood friend’s career because he was in the news periodically, I wasn’t sure he
would necessarily remember who I was!
A few weeks later, Paul handed me a slip of paper as he came out of church, on which he had written my former
friend’s current mailing address. Encouraging me to write a letter of congratulations, to communicate that someone
who had known him many years ago was happy for his having received such a noteworthy honor and distinction.
Though I would have felt awkward about attending the Hall of Fame induction ceremony, the idea of writing a letter
really struck a chord with me. It resonated with me as a non-intrusive way of reaching out – one that wouldn’t put this
person on-the-spot in any way. Just a low-key, polite means for someone he had grown up with to celebrate his
accomplishments.
A few more weeks went by, without my sitting down to actually write such a letter. I wasn’t second guessing my
decision to do so, just had other things that occupied my time. I am glad, now, that that was the case. Because
something else happened more recently, to add to this story. I was in the sanctuary prior to the start of the service,
and Frank Wolfgang was sitting there in one of the pews. He motioned me over, and when I went to greet him he
handed me a small gift. Frank is a collector of sports memorabilia, and what he had given me was a well-preserved,
plastic-encased baseball card -- on the front of which was a picture of my childhood friend! When I do put pen to
paper, along with words of congratulations for my former friend, I’ll share that I am the proud owner of one of his
baseball cards, along with the story of how it came into my possession.
As I look back over my life, I have some regrets about my failure to keep in touch with some of the people who have
been significant in my life. Yes, I was busy with lots of other things along the way. Yes, it wasn’t just me who failed to
communicate. Yes, it’s hard to maintain a connection over the years and over the miles. And yet ... the value of
maintaining such connections is something very worthwhile. . .
Because PEOPLE are so valuable and worthwhile. Human beings are the pinnacle of God’s creation, having been
made in God’s very image (Genesis 1:26); having been brought into being through the very breath of God (Genesis
2:7). So, when it comes to where our priorities should lie, and to what we should devote lots of our energy and
attention, our relationships with others deserves to be very high on the list. . . Our relationships with family members,
fellow church members, neighbors, co-workers, friends.
Continued on page 2
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Maybe, like myself, there is someone you knew long ago, with whom you will feel the Holy Spirit is nudging you to be
in touch. Maybe someone with whom you haven’t lost touch comes to mind, because quite a few weeks or even
months have gone by since you last spent time together. Maybe there is someone you’ve met recently, and you have a
sense that they are someone with whom you’d like to strike up a friendship. My hope for you, and for myself, is being
more closely attuned with the Holy Spirit, as the Spirit moves us to value and to nurture our relationships with others.
Others, who like us, are created in the very image of God.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Rich

My childhood friend

MESSAGE FROM A COUNCIL MEMBER
By Jon Janiak

When I said I’d write an article for The Crier several months ago I thought I’d get some inspiration for sure. August
came and I got nothin.
Then I started thinking about all that happened in my life in that time frame and realized with all the changes that
have gone on at work, parental health issues, getting my daughters moved back to Maine, I had something. Life has
been pretty stressful lately and at times I’ve reacted to this stress poorly. I know though that every night I take some
time to read the Bible and reflect a little on it and it’s helped bring me back to a less stressful place. That quiet time
with God reminds me that while the world is chaotic around me I can step away from it for a few minutes and focus on
something that goes beyond day to day problems (or as a Chief Master Sergeant used to say, there are only challenges
Captain, no problems) and refreshes my outlook on life and the world around me.

THE OPIOID CRISIS - A COMMUNITY CALL
Thank you to the planning group, the hospitality group, and all those who attended the Opioid Crisis event held
recently here at Holy Cross. The program highlights included a presentation by Kennebunk Police Chief Bob
MacKenzie, personal sharing of long-term recovery by Katie Rodrigues, (along with a few comments her mother
shared from a parent’s perspective) and training in identifying and treating opioid overdose by a representative from
the Portland Public Health department. If anyone is interested in further discussion of this important issue in our
society, please get in touch with Val Reid, Cheryl Dearman-Mills, or Pastor Horner.
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MAKING ROOM FOR THE LORD
By Donna Simmons

According to Henri Nouwen in his book Bread for the Journey, hiddenness is an essential quality of the spiritual life.
I have a problem with that word ‘hiddenness’. To me something that is hidden is a negative; something that is hidden
is wrong or deceitful. Henri Nouwen said that even during his active ministry, Jesus continued to return to hidden
places to be alone with God.
So that got me thinking about what Henri Nouwen really meant by ‘hiddenness’. We have busy lives, some of us
busier than others. We back fill what we perceive as emptiness. Some keep the TV on even when they are not in the
room, or even when they are not in the house.
The latest thing is to meditate, to do yoga, or Tai Chi to create the space to center ourselves. But, we do it by joining a
group. How much meditation is this?
The simplest thing, the thing our souls crave, is to spend quiet time with our Lord, in the morning when we rise, when
we are troubled during the day seeking calm along the way, and in the evening when we pray thanking Him for getting
us through another day.
I’ve been told it takes two weeks for a new action to be a habit. But, be careful not to backfill the time with noise and
distraction. I’ll try to be more focused on talking to the Lord. What about you?
Build into your day quiet moments, making room for the Lord! He is waiting to hear from you.

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION CLASS
Pastor Rich will be leading a 9 am to 12 noon session on Saturday September 22 nd, for anyone who is interested in
becoming a member of the Holy Cross community. Although official membership is not required for taking part in
many aspects of church life, joining the congregation is a way of declaring that this is the community of Christian
believers where you are actively participating and living out your faith. If you would like to attend the orientation on
September 22nd and/or if you have further questions, please let Pastor Rich know -- 985-4803, or
pastor@kennebunklutheran.org, or speak with him on a Sunday morning. (If you are interested in membership but
have a conflict on the 22nd please let him know that as well.) The topics we will look at are: Church History, Bible,
Worship, Sacraments, Christians Ethics, Church Structure. Those who are already members are welcome to attend
too, if you would like to brush up on any of these topics!

MONTHLY FOOD BOX
A Monthly Food Box is available to anyone 60 years and older who could use some help. This assistance is offered by
the USDA, and is called the Commodity Supplemental Food Program. There are some suggested income guidelines
listed on the application form, but the help is available to anyone who feels they need it. Application forms are
available on the table in the entryway at church, and there is a flyer on the white board with a listing of “What’s in the
Box?” Boxes are distributed on the 4th Tuesday of each month from 10:30 am to 12 noon at St. David’s Episcopal
Church on Route 1 in Kennebunk. (St. David’s also offers a complimentary lunch during that time for anyone who
would like a good meal!) Please feel free to take one or more of the applications to share with anyone you know for
whom this might be a help. If you have any questions please contact Pastor Rich.

SHARE THE BOUNTY
Saturday, September 1st, is the day for the next bean supper!
There will be the usual menu of beans, cole slaw, hot dogs, various breads and, of course,
PIE! Everyone is welcome, both from within the church and the wider community. If you
are a regular volunteer, please check with Julie if you can or cannot help.
COME HAVE SOME PIE!
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ROGER’S REFLECTIONS: Never Say Never
By Roger Rotvig
People like word games like “never say never”. Another one I like is this: Question: “Do you always say no”? To
which the persons answers: “Yes”. These are called “oxymorons” meaning: “a figure of speech in which contradictory
terms or ideas are combined”.
At the heart of the Christian Faith is a “near” oxymoron. It is found in the wonderful words of Luther in his
explanation to the third article of the Apostle’s Creed, as found in his Small Catechism. It goes like this: “I believe
that I cannot…believe…”. I called this a “near” oxymoron because I purposely left out some important words that too
many of us leave out in our thinking, even if we say them correctly. The sentence should read: “I believe that I cannot
by my own understanding or effort believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me
through the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and kept me in the true faith”.
To think that we have no responsibility for anyone or anything except ourselves. To admit that we need the help of
others, and especially a group of others is, to them, a sign of weakness.
Luther goes on to say the Holy Spirit works through many means, but especially the church. This thinking was
especially made clear to Luther by the reading of such scripture as John 14:16-17 where Jesus was preparing his
followers for the time he would be crucified. “And I will pray the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, to be
with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him;
you know him, for he dwells with you, and will be in you”.
I believe that the fellowship of believers in Christ, most often considered to be His Church, is the best place where
important “near oxymoronic” ideas, practices, and especially beliefs, can be nurtured and sustained.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
From now through Labor Day weekend in September our summer schedule of
one service at 9:30 am every Sunday will be in effect. The Adult Forum will
meet each Sunday at 8:30 am in the downstairs Sunday School area.
Starting Sunday, September 9th, we will return to our regular schedule of two
services each Sunday –
8:15 am – Modern Lutheran Liturgy
10:45 am – Traditional Lutheran Liturgy.
On the last Sunday of the month – Single Service at 10:00 am.

PARENTS’ PRAYER GROUP
The Parent's Prayer group meets the first Monday of every month in Lord Street House. From 4:30 to 5:30 we will
share prayer concerns and pray together. From 5:30 to 6:00, we will devote time to fellowship and book discussion.
(The book we are reading is The Power of a Praying Parent and copies are available.) We pray for all children of all
ages and all stages - please join us!
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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY, EVERY SUNDAY, EVERY DAY
I have a lot of books on fishing. When I could not be fishing, standing in a small stream, watching the wildlife around
the river and casing my fly to likely “holds” where a fish may be hiding, I would drag out a book and read about doing
just that. One of my books has the title “SO MANY RIVERS, SO LITTLE TIME”. Another one is full of places all over
the world where there is superb fishing – “100 BEST PLACES TO FISH AROUND THE WORLD”. But even if fishing
is not high on your list of wonderful things to do, there are so many other things to do in our life time and it always
seems there isn’t enough time in our lives to do them.
I am retired, and when I did stop the “working for a living” part of my life, I thought of all the things I could be doing
that I dreamed about when I didn’t have time. The usual travel plans to go to places we had not visited or perhaps
spending more time with children and grandchildren are typical. (Our kids all lived “away” and we had not been
helicopter parents or had the pleasure of being close while the grandchildren were growing up). But we found out
soon, “where does the time go?’
I bring this up in the context of stewardship because demands on time and talent and treasure seem to shift our
thoughts and plans away from being benevolent or even spiritual. Last month I spoke of the inundation of requests
for our time and talent and treasure, and how we must prioritize. So too, we should not forget the things in our lives
that are important. No, do not forget the things we have dreamed about doing, but don’t get caught up in the notion
there are too many things that we want to do, but don’t have time. To do them, prayer can help.
When we have a plan, it also does help us to accomplish some of the goals we have. One plan that we all have had
over the past two years was our Capital Campaign of Restoring, Renewing and Rejoicing. Since we are approaching
the last year of that challenge, I want to report how Mary Keating and I are so happy and grateful to everyone for their
generous support, as we near the completion of that campaign. The poster in the Narthex has been charting the
progress to our goal. As of the end of July total contributions of $153,833 have come in, out of a total of $220,000
pledged. All of the renovations planned have been completed and paid for and all were on budget. Even some of the
mortgage outstanding has been partly reduced. Some funds allocated for Social Media are still to be spent and
currently the remaining mortgage to be paid is just under $100,000.
We had a plan! We worked the plan and we are nearly ready to finish our plan of RESTORING, RENEWING AND
REJOICING. We do have time for the good things in life, and when prayer and planning are used, we accomplish
them. Thank you, each and every one for making our plan a success.
Carl Graves

PASTOR NORM BUMBY
On Sunday September 2nd Pastor Norm Bumby, along with his wife
Tricia, will be worshipping with us in advance of their upcoming move
to North Carolina. The Bumbys have a long history of warm
association with Holy Cross, and we are certainly sad to see them go!
But we are also happy that they are able to relocate to an area that will
have health benefits as well as being in much closer proximity to one
of their sons. On September 2nd Pastor Bumby will be our guest
preacher, and Tricia will be playing an offertory piece on violin.
Following the service we will hold a reception in their honor, as we
wish them all the best and God speed in this new stage of their faith
journey!
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BAPTISMS
We have been very blessed at Holy Cross over the course of the summer to have welcomed five infants into our midst
through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism! In early June Cashman Steel Goodwin-Lane became part of our Christian
community, as we celebrated with his parents Liesl Goodwin and Barry Lane. We also welcomed Peyton Marie Rich
into the body of Christ, celebrating along with her parents Codey and Kaitlyn Rich. (Barney and Deborah Rich are
Peyton’s grandparents.)

Later in June we welcomed Henry Tyler Janiak, rejoicing with his parents Tyler and Angie Janiak. (Alison and
Courtney Janiak are Henry’s aunts; Jon and Michele Janiak are Henry’s grandparents.)

Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6
And most recently we welcomed a pair of cousins, Caleb Kelly and Jack Dunphe, Jr., celebrating with their parents
Sarah and Chris Kelly, and John and Kristen Dunphe. (Ted and Connie Nichols are grandparents to Caleb and Jack.)

We pray for God’s blessing upon each of the newly baptized, and ask for God’s loving presence to be with them and
their families!

ADULT FORUM
The Sunday Adult Forum will begin a new series starting September 9 th, with a study of the book “Jeremiah, Prophet
Like Moses.” The author of the book is Jack R. Lundbom, who will also be the teacher for our adult forum! We are
very fortunate to have both Jack and Linda Lundbom as part of our community at Holy Cross, and are privileged to
have Dr. Lundbom share with us the fruits of his expertise and scholarly inquiry into the Old Testament book of
Jeremiah. Dr. Lundbom is the author of an in-depth volume on Jeremiah for the well-known Anchor Bible
commentary series, and has also written the briefer volume we will use for the adult forum, in which academic rigor is
made very accessible to a more general and non-specialist audience. The class will meet in Luther Hall from 9:30 –
10:30 a.m. (i.e. between services), except for the last Sunday of the month when the time will be from 9:00-9:45 a.m.
(i.e. preceding the single, 10 am service that day). Copies of the book should be available by September 2 nd. (A $12
donation to defray the cost is appreciated, but not required.) A brief biography of Dr. Lundbom that appears on the
Amazon website for his Anchor Bible commentary reads as follows:
Jack R. Lundbom is an internationally respected authority on Jeremiah. He has taught at the University of
California, Berkeley, and held visiting appointments at Andover Newton Theological School, Yale Divinity School, The
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, and Uppsala University in Sweden. Dr. Lundbom has traveled and lectured
widely in Europe, the Near East, Africa, and the United States. He has twice been a Fulbright Professor in Germany, at
Universität Marburg in 1988--1989 and Universität Tübingen in 2002.
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BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL
Thank you for everyone who helped to make the 2018 Blueberry Festival a success! We spent Friday, August 10 th,
setting up, preparing blueberry sauce and baking 104 blueberry pies. Saturday morning, August 11 th, we opened the
doors 15 minutes early because people were lining up outside. They came into the hall in droves and we sold out of
pies in an hour and a half! But there were other baked goods to buy, crafts to see and purchase and homemade donuts
and blueberry shortcake to eat. The festival was well attended and we raised over $2,700 for In a Pinch, a non-food
pantry. Thank you, thank you, thank you!!

Blueberry Pies at 8:45 am

At 10:15 am

Donut making: Susan Landolfi, Sandie Hamel and
Mary Keating

Blueberry Shortcake: Mary Bates and Mary Cook
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Crafts: Mette Eglinton and Cathy Norwood

Blueberry Jam and Homemade Granola
See no evil,
Hear no evil,
Speak no evil.
Bruce Cook,
Jack Bates,
Peter Judd
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FRIENDSHIP LUNCH
The Friendship Lunch is always the second Monday of each month. The next lunch will be Monday, September 10th.
If you are interested in helping out with the lunch, please contact Mary Keating.

BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Thank you to everyone who donated school supplies to Caring Unlimited! Everything is being picked up following the
worship service on Sunday, August 26th to be distributed the following day.

JACK’S CORNER

Submitted by Jack Bates
WHO IS WATCHING YOU
We ordered a pizza to watch Netflix. “Hello! Is this Gordon’s Pizza?”
“No sir, it’s Google Pizza. “
“I must have dialed a wrong number. Sorry.”
“No sir, Google bought Gordon’s Pizza last month.”
“Ok. I’d like to order a pizza.”
“Do you want your usual, sir?”
“My usual? You know me?”
“According to our caller ID data, the last 12 times you called you ordered an extra-large pizza with cheese, sausage,
pepperoni, and mushrooms on a thick crust.”
“OK! That’s what I want.”
“May I suggest that this time you order a pizza with ricotta, arugula, sun-dried tomatoes and olives on a whole wheat
gluten free thin crust?”
“No you may not! I don’t like vegetables.”
“Your cholesterol needs help, sir.”
“How do you know?”
“We cross-referenced your home phone number with your medical records. We have the result of your blood tests for
the last 7 years.”
“Listen, I don’t want your vegetable pizza, and I take medication for my cholesterol!”
“Excuse me sir, but you don’t take your medication regularly. Our database indicates that you only filled a
prescription for 30 cholesterol tablets once, at Drugsale Network four months ago.”
“I bought the rest at another drugstore.”
“Not according to your credit card statement.”
“I paid in cash.”
“Sir, you didn’t withdraw enough cash according to your bank statement.”
“I have other sources of cash.”
“That doesn’t show on your last tax return, unless you bought them using an undeclared income source, which is
against the law.”
“WHAT!”
“I’m sorry, sir, we use such information with the sole intention of helping you.”
“Goodbye, I’m sick of Google, Facebook, Twitter, and all this electronic stuff. I’m moving to an island without
internet, cable TV, cell phone service and everyone watching and spying on me.”
“I understand Sir, but you need to renew your passport first, It expired 6 weeks ago.”

It isn’t our position but our disposition that makes us happy.
Unknown.
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FAMILY & FRIENDS WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS:
Jim Keating
Alice Lailer
Diana Breitenfield
Rolf Bandle
Patti Berg-Anderson
Ken Roberts
Becky
Kim Najariean
Liz Lienhard
Konrad
Dick

Brady Provencher
Brenda & Tom
Dottie Graves
John Pendleton
Ed Fox
David Donald
Jake
Rob Nutter
Kari Moncrief
Amy, Jonathan, Travis
and Grandmother
Louise

Lenny & Vicky Lambert
Elaine Simmons
Dick Lord
Beth
Barbara Warner
John Whelply
Bill and Polly Janiak
Sharen Moessner
Earl
Baby Myka

A prayer of thanksgiving for God’s healing power in the life of: Tammy, Jamie, Sandy, John Kreie, Chris Rodgers

SERVING US IN SEPTEMBER
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

ALTAR GUILD

8:15 am
Carl Graves
Bobbie Jo Boulay

Sandie Hamel

10:45 am
Chris Cherry
Vicky Cherry

USHERS
8:15
Mary Keating
10:45

Richard & Sayoko Wrage
Jon Janiak

CRIER PUBLICATION INFO:
The deadline for the October Crier is Friday, September 21st.
The Crier will be assembled and edited on Saturday morning, September 22nd.
Please send all articles to Julie Clapp at juliane@julianemarie.com or leave them in the church office.
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church
2 Lord Street
Kennebunk, ME 04043
Reverend Richard A. Horner, Pastor
www.kennebunklutheran.org
Worship Schedule
Summer Schedule – through Labor Day Weekend
9:30 am Single service: Modern and Traditional Lutheran Liturgy*
September 9, 16 & 23
8:15 am Modern Lutheran Liturgy*
10:45 pm Traditional Lutheran Liturgy*
September 30
10:00 Single Service: Modern and Traditional Lutheran Liturgy*
*Holy Communion served at all services

There shall be eternal summer in the grateful heart.
~Celia Thaxter
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