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From the Pastor – Inspiration for my pastor’s article in the March edition
of the Crier came from a book I had started to read, called “Thank You for
Being Late” by Thomas L. Friedman. At the time, I had only covered the
first 50 pages of the book. But it only took that long to realize the themes
the author was addressing were both timely and interesting. The book’s sub-title is as follows: An Optimist’s Guide to
Thriving in the Age of Accelerations. Since the first 50 pages dealt primarily with describing the “age of accelerations”
I hadn’t yet gotten to the part about being optimistic. (If you didn’t catch my article from last month and would like to
do so now, it is available on the church website kennebunklutheran.org. Click the “Ways to Connect” tab, then choose
“Newsletter” from the drop down menu.)
I still haven’t gotten to the end of Friedman’s book, but I have now journeyed through 400 of its 500 pages. Though at
times more technical than I can fully comprehend, I have continued to find the material pretty accessible, and very
thought-provoking. I will repeat from last month’s article that the author is not writing from a specifically religious
perspective. At the same time, though, some of what he writes connects with, and has implications for, people of faith.
One such example is the emphasis Friedman places on community life. He writes about the importance of
“anchoring” people in “healthy” communities. By healthy he means communities “governed by values of decency,
honesty, and mutual respect.” The building of healthy communities is of vital importance, because within such
communities people feel “protected, respected, and connected” and people develop relationships of trust. Part of
Friedman’s “optimism” in the age of accelerations, is that the development of healthy communities is achievable – it
can happen!
I share in this optimism. On numerous occasions I have written “the church” in the margin of Friedman’s book. The
church holds so much hope for our wider culture, even though the wider culture has to some degree been turning
away from the church -- at least within American society. Even in the face of such a trend, the mission of the church is
to reach out to people with the love of Jesus. And also to share the love of Jesus within the body of Christ. Receiving
the grace God freely gives through his son; being grateful for that precious gift; celebrating the goodness of God: all of
this, and more, builds us up as a healthy community where people are protected, respected and connected, and where
we develop with one another relationships of trust.
The healthy community of the church is NOT a group of people who band together to try and hold back the age of
accelerations. Such an attempt would be both fruitless and impossible. Changes ARE taking place in our world –
momentous changes that affect the lives of people around the globe. But the body of Christ can be a community that
helps people to make their way, in the midst of all the change that is taking place. Being in a relationship of love and
trust with God, and with others, is empowering. It gives strength and hope and courage in facing whatever challenges
we might encounter.
Think about the disciples, after Jesus was killed on the cross. They were anxious and scared about the future. They hid
themselves away behind locked doors, hoping that might provide some semblance of protection. They had little
energy for doing much beyond trying to assure their personal survival.
But then Jesus appeared to them! Jesus, risen from the dead! Speaking to them words of comfort, of peace, and of
mission. Sending them forth into the world to be his disciples. Serving in the name of Jesus not just as individuals,
but together, as a community.
So, too, we face our own challenges. Our own worries and anxieties about the future, living as we do in an age of
accelerations. We may be tempted to hide behind locked doors, figuratively speaking, concerned to a large extent with
matters related to our own personal circumstances.
Continued on Page 2
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But the risen Lord comes to us, as well. He speaks to us, also, a message of hope and new life. Empowering us to love
and serve others in his name. People in our wider society and people with whom we share our lives in the body of
Christ.
The Easter greeting -- He is risen! He is risen indeed! – forms the foundation for our common life as a healthy
community of faith, and it strengthens us in living out our mission as disciples of Jesus.
Praise be to God! Pastor Rich

MEET YOUR DEACON: KAREN LIENHARD
I made my entrance into this world on a 100 degree day on July 29, 1941, in Fort
Dodge, IA, and in those days, the hospitals were not air conditioned, something
that my Mom never let me forget! My dad, Walter, came from a family of 5 siblings
and my mom, Leila, from a family of 10 siblings. What is an interesting fact is two
of my mom's brothers married 2 of my dad's sisters, so we have duplicate aunts and
uncles on each side of the family!
I feel very blessed to have grown up on a farm and attended a one-room country
school house for 8 years before heading to town to finish high school. I got a BA
Degree in Social Work at a wonderful Lutheran College (Wartburg College), where I
met the love of my life – Lyn Lienhard from Sheboygan, WI. We got married Feb.
1st, 1964 (leap year) on a 51 degree day and both of us were blessed with 2 sons,
Todd and Nathan. After getting his Master's Degree at Western Reserve in
Cleveland, OH, my husband worked for Lutheran Social Services in Iowa the rest of
his working career! My social work experience was as a case worker at Cuyahoga
County Welfare Dept., the Easter Seal Society, and Bethphage Group Homes.
While my sons were in grade school, I had the privilege of working six years as a
special education teachers' associate at Ruby Van Meter School, working mainly on
a one-on-one basis with a female (Nicole) and a male (Brian) Cerebral Palsy student.
You may ask how an Iowa resident ended up in Maine. After my husband died in 2000 at the age of 60, my two sons,
who were living on the East Coast, (one in MA and the other in NJ), suggested I seriously consider moving out to the
East coast, as they were not moving back to the Midwest! So, on March 31st, 2007, I retired as a church secretary at
Aldersgate UMC in Des Moines, IA, and moved to Wells, ME on April 12, 2007 into a condo development and have
not regretted the move one bit.
As you can tell reading my history, I have been a Lutheran my whole life. When I was pre-school age, my parents
belonged to a Missouri Synod Lutheran church, as it was the closest one to their farm. I was baptized on 08-24-41,
and confirmed in an ELCA Lutheran Church on 03-25-56! Our family was very active in the church, participating in
the choirs, Luther League, my mom making quilts and being active in the Ladies Aid Society, and my Dad being in a
Men's Quartet group and often times, a soloist at funerals. Almost every year I so looked forward to attending Bible
camps! When I had made my decision to move to Maine, I went online to Google Lutheran churches in Maine and
was so thankful to see that there was one in Kennebunk!
How blessed and thankful I am to be a member of this congregation. I was warmly welcomed with my first visit to
this church and continue to be welcomed. Holy Cross Lutheran Church is such a caring, giving and compassionate
church, not only to their membership, but also to the outside community. I have served on the Church Council, on the
Memorial & Trust Committee, enjoy volunteering at the Bean Supper and Friendship Lunch, the Blueberry Sewing
group, the church yard sale, and now as a church deacon! I cannot even imagine what it would be like to not have
God in my life. He has helped me through highs and lows, and blessed me beyond measure! To Him be all the Glory!
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South America and Antarctica
Rain Forests & Ice Bergs / Islands & Mountains /
Canals & Rivers / Fiords & Glaciers / Cultures & Wildlife

What a trip this was!
What an adventure to share!

Please come and join us for a potluck
dinner and presentation. If you can,
bring a dish to share. Sign up sheet is
on the white board in the Narthex.
Presented by
Bill and Donna Simmons
April 14, 2018
5-8pm
Luther Hall
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Kennebunk, Maine
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ROGER’S REFLECTIONS: Remembering Calumet
By Roger Rotvig

The Lutheran Camp Calumet in Freedom, NH has been much on my mind these past weeks. Today’s e-mail brought
news that Joe Hackenson’s daughter, Judy Smith has been named the Director of Family and Adult Ministries for the
camp. She has been a long-time staff member in programs, especially with her musical talents.
My youngest daughter, Sandra, living in San Antonio, was a counselor at camp in the ‘70s and meets regularly with
five or six other gals who served with her. The “Camp Girls”, who have met all over the country annually, will soon get
together in Massachusetts to observe one of their members, an ordained Lutheran Pastor, impending death from
cancer.
Next month it will be one year since Helen and I went to Calumet with the ashes of our oldest son Tom, who had died
of a heart issue in Minnesota, and held a meaningful service of internment in their hillside, tree lined memorial
Chapel. Our respective wills say that we also will have our ashes interred there.
Then, to top it off, today’s mail included a wonderfully complete three page brochure with information on it including
Calumet in one’s will or giving a living memorial in any number of meaningful ways.
Our relationship to Calumet dates back to the 1950’s. I was pastor of Faith Lutheran in Caribou, ME. The New
England Conference of the Augustana Lutheran Church called a special meeting to vote on whether or not to buy an
existing boy’s camp on the shores of Lake Ossipee in Freedom, NH. Every congregation could send one lay delegate
and its’ pastor to the meeting. Faith’s church council suggested that since it was a one issue only meeting, that Helen
accompany me, as long as we both voted for the purchase. We did!!
When we retired and moved here permanently, Helen served for almost 10 years as Camp Nurse for the first week of
the season that was devoted to getting ready for the influx of campers. One significant person she met there during
this time was a pastor named Richard Horner, then serving in Needham, MA. Later, when his name appeared on a
list as a nominee to fill the Pastoral vacancy at Holy Cross, she happily shared her appraisal of him with the call
committee. Lucky us!

SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
Maundy Thursday, March 29th at 7:30 pm - the theme for worship is the betrayal of
Jesus, the institution of the Lord's Supper, and Jesus' washing of the disciples' feet- the
service concludes with the stripping of the altar.

Good Friday, March 30th at 7:30 pm - is sometimes referred to as a "service of
shadows" because the sanctuary gets progressively darker as we hear and reflect upon the
story of Jesus' arrest, trial, crucifixion and death.

Easter Sunday, April 1st (no fooling!) at 8:15 am and 10:45 am - The chancel
area will be filled with Easter flowers, and the bare, wooden cross from Good Friday will
also be adorned with flowers, having been transformed from a symbol of death, into a
sign of God's promise of new and everlasting life through faith in Christ. Special music
will assist us in singing out to God in gratitude and praise, for his saving power and
steadfast love. There will be a light breakfast of juice, coffee and hot cross buns served
between the services.
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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY, EVERY SUNDAY, EVERY DAY
Recently the Wall Street Journal published an article entitled “An Attitude of Gratitude”, which I thought was
extremely timely. A great part of the discussion was relative to children these days who do not have a sense of
gratitude anymore. And the saddest part is that many parents don’t even expect their children to be grateful any
more. The article pointed out a number of psychological studies related to this generation of children showing they
feel more “entitled” and “ungrateful” these days in a “selfie culture”. But studies also show that gratitude can be
cultivated at any age, whether it finds expression as a mood, a social emotion or a personality trait. In addition it has
been found that people with a grateful attitude are more thankful for a wider variety of things in their lives, such as
their friends, their health, nature, jobs or a higher power. And those who experience these feelings do so with more
intensity.
Finally, the article also points out that every world religion includes gratitude as part of its “value system”, with
practices such as prayers of thanks and blessings over food or family or friends. And while the article goes on more
towards how an upward spiral of positive emotions of gratitude impact children, I think it also can have a positive and
long lasting impact on anyone. In stewardship, accepting and acknowledging gratitude to and from anyone is
positive. I know in my life I do need to practice how to “think” gratefully, not only as a friend or neighbor or family
member, but also as a Christian. One of the very positive lessons I have learned at Holy Cross is that being grateful is
contagious. At Council we talk about how to make our Church a more Christian place, for not only the church family
but as well as the greater church in our community and region. We practice our gratefulness with our pledge of time
and talent and treasure to Holy Cross, and we are all quick to express thanks to those we see going “above and
beyond”. Our leaders do not do for Holy Cross what they do for a “thank you”, but we all know that when they know
we are grateful, we all feel better.
As we all put greater effort into counting our blessings, as the WSJ article discusses, we can all accept more
responsibility in showing gratitude, which can lead to greater Christian spirit in us all and those with whom we touch
in our daily lives.
Carl Graves

WELCOMING NEW IMMIGRANTS – OUR NEW NEIGHBORS
Welcoming New Immigrants - Our New Neighbors is a ministry begun by local residents Judy and Dick Cadmus and
supported by their home church, Christ Church. A year ago Dick and Judy reached out to the larger community for
assistance. In the past 25 months, Welcoming New Immigrants has served 22 families, comprising 102 people.
Currently, it is actively assisting nine families.
Welcoming New Immigrants seeks to assist newly arrived individuals and families in several ways:
1.) Providing household items such as furniture, bedding and kitchen utensils.
2.) Helping families communicate with landlords and navigate community resources.
3.) Providing friendship and understanding of Maine and American culture.
Cheryl Dearman-Mills has been active in Welcoming New Immigrants and the Holy Cross Council voted unanimously
to support this new ministry by inviting our membership into participation. If you are interested in learning more,
you may speak to or contact Cheryl Dearman Mills at 641-3837 or cadmills32@gmail.com.

DEVOTIONAL
Over the course of the past six weeks many members of Holy Cross used the same devotional book -- “Finding Peace
in Lent” -- as a resource for a daily time of scripture reading, prayer, and reflection. As we now come to the end of
Lent, please consider continuing to join others in our congregation by using the devotional resource “Christ in Our
Home” that is published each quarter. Quite a few people are already in the habit of doing so, and it would be
wonderful if we had to order additional copies because more people join in! A few large print copies, and many of the
regular print copies, are available on the pamphlet rack in the Narthex.
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TAKING UP MY CROSS…
During one of his recent sermons Pastor Rich invited people to fill out a slip of paper that contained the following
prompt: “This week I will take up my cross and follow Jesus by ___________________.”
There was also the invitation to turn the slip of paper in the following week for some responses to be shared
anonymously in the Crier. Here are three of those responses.
1) With prayers and financial support for a friend in need.
2) I would like to greet everyone I meet with “peace be with you.”
3) L etting go, letting God
O pening my heart to others
V olunteering wherever needed
E very day living as God would have me
Thanks to those who shared their responses. And may God strengthen each of us in our taking up of our cross, and
following where Jesus leads!

SHARE THE BOUNTY
Saturday, April 7th, is the day for the next bean supper!
There will be the usual menu of beans, cole slaw, hot dogs, various breads and, of
course, PIE! Everyone is welcome, both from within the church and the wider
community. If you are a regular volunteer, please check with Julie if you can or
cannot help.
COME HAVE SOME PIE!

FRIENDSHIP LUNCH
The Friendship Lunch is always the second Monday of each month. In April, the luncheon will be on Monday, April
9th at noon. Everyone is invited!
May’s friendship lunch is cancelled due to preparation for our church yard sale. We will see you all in June!
If you are interested in helping out with the lunch, please contact Mary Keating.

YOUR PROPERTY
We no longer have a large storage closet in the kitchen and when items are left behind after an event at church, they
tend to sit out or are moved from one location to the next because they are in the way. If you have brought something
to church and left it behind, please take it back home. Items that are left will be put on a table in Luther Hall on
Sunday mornings for a couple of weeks. After that, they will be stored for the next yard sale and we will graciously
thank you for your donation!

PARENTS’ PRAYER GROUP
The Parent's Prayer group meets the first Monday of every month in Lord Street House. From 4:30 to 5:30 we will
share prayer concerns and pray together. From 5:30 to 6:00, we will devote time to fellowship and book discussion.
(The book we are reading is The Power of a Praying Parent and copies are available.) We pray for all children of all
ages and all stages - please join us!
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TAG SALE
The Church Tag Sale is scheduled for Saturday May 19th! It would be greatly appreciated if you could start setting
aside your good quality used items to donate – though no large electronics or upholstered furniture please. You will be
able to drop items throughout the week leading up to May 19th, and getting things earlier in the week will actually be
appreciated as it will make the pricing and set up for the sale easier! People to help set up and run the sale are also
needed, so please add your name to the sign-up sheet on the white board. Thank you!

PARTNERING TO ADDRESS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
A Partnering to Address Domestic Violence training workshop will take place on Tuesday April 17th from 9:30 am to
4:00 pm. "This is a training for faith leaders (clergy and lay), domestic and sexual violence advocates, and anyone who
is interested in understanding the importance of a faith-based response to domestic violence." The training is free and
includes lunch. Location is Woodfords Corner Church, 202 Woodford St., South Portland. For more information or to
register contact Anna Youngman Morrow at 207-490-3227 ext. 122 or email: anna@caringunlimited.org

JOKE OF THE MONTH
Submitted by Jack Bates
LUTHERAN AIR
We are pleased to announce Lutheran Airlines is now operating in Minnysota! Also serving Visconsin, Nordern
Mitchigen, Nort & Sout Dakota
If you ae travelin soon, consider Lutran Air, the no-frills airline. You’re all in da same boat on Lutran air, here flyin is
a upliftin experience.
Dair is no first class on any Lutran Air flight. Meals are potluck. Rows 1 tru 6, bring rolls; 7 tru 15, bring a salad, 16
thru 21, a hot dish and 22-30 a dessert. Basses and tenors please sit in da rear of da aircraft. Everyone is responsible
for his or her own baggage. All fares are by free will offering, and da plane will not land til da budget is met.
Pay attention to your flight attendant, who vill acquaint you wit da safety system aboard dis Lutran Air.
Okay den, listen up; I’m only gonna say dis vonce: In da event of a sudden loss of cabin pressure, I am frankly gonna
be real surprised and so vill Captain Olson, because ve fly right around two thousand feet, so loss of cabin pressure
would probably mean da Second Coming or something of dat nature, and I wouldn’t bodder with doze liddle masks on
da rubber tubes—you’re gonna have bigger tings to worry about den dat. Just stuff doze back up in dair liddle holes.
Probably da masks fell out because of turbulence which, to be honest with you, we’re gonna have quite a bit of at two
thousand feet, sorta like driving across a plowed field, but after a while you get used to it. In da event of a water
landing, I’d say forget it. Start saying da Lord’s Prayer and just hope you get to da part about forgive us our sins as we
forgive dose who sin against us, which some people say “trespass against us” which isn’t right, but what can you do?
Da use of cell phones on da plane is strictly forbidden, not because day may confuse da plane’s navigation system,
which is by da pants all da way. No, it’s because cell phones are a pain in da wazoo, and if God had meant you to use a
cell phone, he wudda put your mout on da side of your head.
We start lunch right about noon and it’s buffet style wit da coffeepot up front. Den we’ll have da hymn sing; hymnals
are in da seat pockets in front of you. Don’t take yours wit you when you go or I am gonna be real upset and I am NOT
kidding!
Right now I’ll say Grace: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest and let deze gifts to us be blessed. Fader. Son, and Holy
Ghost. May we land in Dulut or pretty close.
__________________________________________________________________
Start by doing what is necessary; then do what’s possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible.
~Francis of Assisi
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FAMILY & FRIENDS WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS:
Jim Keating
Alice Lailer
Diana Breitenfield
John Kreie
Rolf Bandle
Patti Berg-Anderson
Jolene
Ken Roberts
Becky
Sandy
Roger
Ray
Dick Lord

Kim Najariean
Faith Follum
Betty
John
Liz Lienhard
Tammy
Jamie
Konrad
Dick
Nicole Muniz
Ruth & Heather
Brenda & Tom
Janet Miller

A prayer of thanksgiving for God’s healing power in the life of: Dana
We commend into God’s care the spirit of those who have died recently: Mary Dearborn (cousin of Vicky Cherry),
Timothy Kersten (brother of Dorothy Haws) Craig Richardson (friend of Vicky Cherry), Nancy Beckwith (friend of
members of Holy Cross and pastor of the New England Synod)

SERVING US IN APRIL
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

ALTAR GUILD
Arlene Casey/Joy Judd

8:15 am

10:45 am

Barbara Weldon-Morin
Cathy Bansmer

Donna Simmons
Dot Bois

Single Service, Sunday 4/29, 10:00 am

USHERS
8:15 am
Jack Bates
10: 45 am
Alyce Carrera

Donna Simmons
Cathy Bansmer
Dot Bois

CRIER PUBLICATION INFO:
To get pertinent information out to our members and friends in a timely fashion, The Crier is published the
last full week of each month. In order for us to use this publishing schedule, we have a firm deadline for
submissions. The firm deadline for the May Crier is Sunday, April 22nd.
The Crier will be compiled and edited the next Saturday morning (April 28th) – at the latest !
Please send all articles to Julie Clapp at juliane@julianemarie.com or leave them in the church office.
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church
2 Lord Street
Kennebunk, ME 04043
Reverend Richard A. Horner, Pastor
www.kennebunklutheran.org
Worship Schedule
Sunday, April 1, 8, 15, 22:
8:15 am Modern Lutheran Liturgy*
10:45 am Traditional Lutheran Liturgy*
Sunday, April 29:
10 am Single service: Modern and Traditional Lutheran Liturgy*
*Holy Communion served at all services

"Lord, make me an
instrument of your
peace; where there is
hatred, let me sow
love; where there is
injury, pardon; where
there is discord,
union; where there is
doubt, faith; where
there is despair, hope;
where there is
darkness, light; and
where there is
sadness, joy.”

"O Divine Master,
grant that I may
not so much seek
to be consoled,
as to console;
to
be understood, as
to understand; to
be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving
that we receive, it
is in pardoning
that we are
pardoned, and it is
in dying that we
are born to eternal
life." Amen.

A PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISSI
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