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From the Pastor – I’m about 50 pages into a 500 page book I just picked up
during a recent visit to Cambridge, where my wife and I thoroughly enjoy
spending time browsing through the Harvard Coop bookstore. The book I happened across and ended up buying, was
one I had heard about recently on the radio. It is not a religious book from a religious writer, but it does have
implications for people of faith. The title of the book is “Thank You for Being Late” by Thomas L. Friedman.
The author explains the origin of the title as follows. He often makes appointments to meet with people over breakfast
in downtown Washington, D.C. It’s his way of “packing more learning into a day and not wasting breakfast by eating
alone.” Due to travel difficulties in the crowded metropolitan area, his guests often arrive 10, 15, or even 20 minutes
late. They invariably offer an apology for being tardy, giving the reason behind their delay. But after a number of such
experiences, Thomas Friedman came to realize that no apology was needed – in fact, he started thanking people for
being late! Which, as you might imagine, caught them off guard. He explained that their being late was something of a
gift, because he ended up having a few unscheduled minutes to himself. Such a pause in his otherwise overly hectic
schedule, allowed him a brief span of time to just sit quietly and think.
The value of being able to sit quietly for a few minutes and think, ties in with the sub-title Thomas Friedman chose for
his book: “An Optimist’s Guide to Thriving in the Age of Accelerations.” That modern life tends to operate at a fast
pace isn’t a new idea. But Friedman’s thesis is that what we are experiencing currently is unprecedented. Hence the
phrase “age of accelerations.” Modern life isn’t just moving faster than before, he argues, but is also accelerating faster
than it has in the past. One metaphor he uses is that of being in a car as it accelerates from 0 to 60 mph in 10 seconds.
Such a ride could be awfully exhilarating. But then imagine that instead of staying at 60 mph after that first 10
seconds, the car continues to accelerate even faster – reaching 120 mph 8 seconds later, and then 180 mph 6 seconds
after that. The thrill would certainly be gone! Replaced, in all likelihood, with feelings of disorientation and fear.
It is that kind of exponential change of speed that Friedman argues is happening across many sectors of modern life.
Not surprisingly, technology is one of the areas on which he focuses. Some of his analysis, I have to admit, is over my
head. But here is one example he gave, the significance of which I found easier to grasp. He started with numbers
comparing the first generation microchip made by Intel in 1971 to the chip Intel is marketing currently. “Intel’s latest
chip offers 3,500 times more performance, is 90,000 times more energy efficient, and is about 60,000 times lower in
cost.” Wow – I guess?! Though the raw numbers are quite large, not being technologically proficient their impact isn’t
all that great. But then Friedman goes on to write that Intel engineers did a rough calculation of what would happen
had a 1971 Volkswagen Beetle improved at the same rate as microchips did: “That Beetle would be able to go about
three hundred thousand miles per hour, it would get two million miles per gallon of gas, and it would cost four cents!”
WOW, WOW, WOW!!
Living, as we do, in an “age of accelerations” unlike anything that has gone before, can certainly be disorienting and
even fear-inducing. Friedman’s analysis isn’t just that things are getting faster and faster all the time, but that they
have reached a speed that is outpacing our human ability to adapt. If we can’t fully wrap our mind around one new
change before the next one comes along (two day shipping giving way to same day shipping giving way to delivery
within two hours of ordering which is in development), it is likely to be deeply unsettling, making it difficult to feel
like we have any firm foundation on which to stand.
I’m not sure why Thomas Friedman describes himself in the sub-title as an “optimist,” in the midst of the tectonic
shifts currently under way, and I will be interested in reading that part of the book when I get there. I do know,
however, that as followers of Jesus we have every reason to be optimists, despite living in this age where things are
accelerating so profoundly. Among the many places in Scripture that provide us with assurance that God remains
firmly in control, no matter what is happening around us, is the opening verse of Psalm 24: “The earth is the Lord’s,
and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell therein.”
Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1
All the changes going on in technology – they belong to the Lord. All the changes going on in medicine or finance or
education or government or whatever – they belong to the Lord. “Belong” not in the sense that the Lord is behind
each and every change, causing it to happen, bringing it into being. Because let’s face it, not all change is good. But it
ALL belongs to God in the sense that NOTHING is outside of God’s power and influence. NOTHING is going to thwart
God’s ultimate purpose. NOTHING is going to prevent God from loving, protecting, guiding, forgiving, redeeming,
giving hope to “the world and those who dwell therein.”
My prayer for each of us during this season of Lent, is that we have moments to sit quietly and think – reflecting upon
all that God has done, and continues to do, on our behalf. God’s presence in our life, as individuals and as a Christian
community, is the fundamental reason to be optimistic!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Rich

A MESSAGE FROM A COUNCIL MEMBER:
Being an instrument of peace begins with serenity
While reading the “Finding Peace in Lent” devotional on the Peace Prayer attributed to Saint Francis of
Assisi, I had an epiphany. I know, it’s the wrong liturgical season but I had one just the same.
I realized I cannot even begin to be an instrument of peace if I don’t first seek serenity. I often turn to the
Peace Prayer to remind myself of what the focus of a Christian, and human being for that matter, should be.
I want to be a caring, forgiving, joyful person; working hard to understand, console and love those around
me. The prayer provides a perfect roadmap to get me where I want to go. But like any journey, it’s a good
idea to prepare for the trip ahead.
Enter the Serenity Prayer: “God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to
change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.”
The prayer, attributed—although not definitively—to American theologian Reinhold Niebuhr in the 1930s, is
the one I start and end my day with.
It is nearly impossible to move forward, especially in a difficult situation, if I struggle against what is
happening in the moment. My life spins out of control the tighter I grasp on the idea that I can somehow
manage everything, including the people around me and my expectations for them and myself.
It’s not that I can’t change a particular situation—mainly by being accountable for my own actions, or as a
friend of mine likes to say ‘keeping my own side of the street clean’ instead of trying to “fix” the actions of
others—but there are times I just need to accept the moment for what it is and let it go. That’s when serenity
comes flooding in and I breathe. And it is God that grants me that serenity, that is if I’m willing to accept it
and remain open to listening to his voice in my heart and head.
The editor of “Finding Peace in Lent” notes that St. Francis “embraced other fellow creatures and all reality,
including death.” I think it would be safe to assume that he also embraced the serenity that only letting go
of control and turning to God can bring.
As with the Serenity Prayer, the Peace Prayer reminds me that life is a challenge, full of doubt, despair and
even hate at times and I have to accept that. But it also counsels me to have the courage to allow God to
work through me to sow faith, hope and love, even in the darkest gardens. I pray that the Divine Master will
grant me the wisdom and the courage to truly become an instrument of his peace.
Blessings,
Faith Gillman
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FINDING PEACE
by Donna Simmons
In this season of Lent, we are reading, Finding Peace in Lent, by James E. Adams. The Lenten devotions are
focused on Saint Francis’ Peace Prayer.
“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.”
Each day, I read the prayer through before reading the Bible quote, Mr. Adams thoughts, and his questions in the end.
“Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, [let me sow] pardon;”
As I write this, violence this week in our schools has brought anger and if not hatred, surely hurtful words. But, I felt
comforted as I continued to read:
“Where there is doubt, [let me sow] faith;
Where there is despair, [let me sow] hope;”
I could have turned to anger myself. In the past I would have, but I thought of the Lord’s Prayer and instead of flailing
out I prayed to forgive them. I turned away from doubt and toward faith. There is despair in fear and grief; but, when
we turn to our Lord in prayer He fills us with hope.
“Where there is darkness, [let me sow] light;
And where there is sadness, [let me sow] joy.”
When we are burdened with the darkness of grief, He can bring us into the light. I found that sadness and grief take
awhile to lighten; but with constant prayers, joy slips through the clouds like the sun. Finally, light and joy succeed in
breaking through the clouds of grief and sadness.
“Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;”
This is not receiving but giving; not about me but about the pain of others.
“[Grant that I may not so much seek] to be understood as to understand;
[Grant that I may not so much seek] to be loved as to love.”
And the message from our Lord is made clear.
“For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.”
It is in that prayer, read every day in Lent that I feel closer to our Lord, comforted, sharing that comfort with others,
and finally understanding the meaning of Lent and the power of prayer.
Peace and Love to you all.
Donna
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ROGER’S REFLECTIONS: Who’s Hoover?
By Roger Rotvig

I recently had a birthday. I’m in my mid-to-late eighties. When friends ask how old I am, I often would answer that
Herbert Hoover still had almost two more years of his presidency to serve. Often the response was, “Who’s Hoover”?
Few citizens of the United States could answer, without printed help, that he was our 31 st president, name the other
30 in order, nor give any significant event that transpired in their administrations. We rely on written records, and
now the computer, to keep this data for our reference.
Not so with the biblical records. For the events recorded in the first 11 chapters of Genesis, there is no evidence of
written records. People passed on beliefs about creation, the fall of mankind, the flood and early genealogies by word
of mouth alone.
The first record of a written word in the Bible is in Exodus 24:12 when the Lord gives Moses stone tablets on Mt. Sinai
with the commandments written on them. Most of the record of the people of Israel fleeing captivity in Egypt and
arriving in the Promised Land were written by Moses and preserved by the rising priestly class during and after that
40 years journey. Moses’ death is recorded in Deuteronomy 34:5. The people of Israel then crossed into the Holy
Land.
The rest of the Old Testament is amply recorded in writing by monarchs and prophets, taking us to the age of Christ,
which again is amply recorded by writers.
The purpose of this important distinction between the written record and oral tradition is to understand how accurate
the Bible can be considered in each instance. From the appearance of Abraham, found in Genesis 12, we find the
record speaks of places that can be found and identified and people that can also be traced as having lived in the time
and place as recorded.
There is no question about the truth that God created the heavens, the earth, man and all living creatures. It’s the
details that get us into trouble!

FLOWER CHART
The Flower Chart for 2018 is now posted on the white board in the Narthex. Please feel free to add
your name to one of the dates listed there, and look below the chart for the instructions as to
providing the necessary information when the date you have selected draws near. Thank you for
the beauty and color that flowers add to our worship environment!

SOUPER SUNDAY
Thanks to all who supported Souper Sunday with
their gifts of food and money. A total of $328.00
was contributed, along with 54 food items. All
donations are being used in support of
Community Outreach Services (Food Pantry of
the Kennebunks).
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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY, EVERY SUNDAY, EVERY DAY
Do any of you remember when THE WIZARD OF OZ motion picture was released in 1939? It was a classic, with great
stars, Judy Garland and Frank Morgan and several other notables of the time depicting how dreams can come true. I
was just a kid when I saw it in the movie house, but of course watched it a few times with my kids on television. One
of the notable scenes I remember was when Dorothy and Toto had confronted the Wizard as he was billowing smoke
and fire to impress them, but Toto had uncovered the Wizard behind his curtain to be just a little man talking into a
microphone. Once found out, the man, Frank Morgan played the part, explained he needed to impress his audience
with the theatrics. He explained he was a philanthropist at heart, but he could not pronounce that name, so he said he
was a “good deed doer”. After being “uncovered” from his theatrics he settled down to give good advice to Dorothy
and her friends to achieve their dreams. The Tin Man really had a heart, but he had to find it; the Scarecrow really
had a brain, he just had to learn to use it; the Cowardly Lion really had courage, he just had to believe in himself; and
Dorothy found out “there’s no place like home”, especially when Aunty Em’s biscuits were in the oven and her friends
were all around her.
We do not need theatrics and boasting to be “good deed doers” either. Sometimes it is the simplest things that need
to be done. A kind word at the right time comes to mind. A simple prayer for someone on your mind is easy. Holy
Cross is filled with people who do “good deeds” all the time. Folks who sing in our choir every Sunday or who sings
the Kyrie. The people who work the local soup kitchens and collect clothing for the needed are truly “good deed
doers”. I especially bring this up during the Lenten season. So often we think of giving something up for Lent as a
sacrifice, but it also has been heard that to do something extra for someone for Lent is a way of remembrance as well.
Stewardship is based on “being a good deed doer” and it is doing just that that we live our lives as Christ would have
us live, in His light and with His Word.
Carl Graves

SHARE THE BOUNTY
Saturday, March 3rd, is the day for the next bean supper!
There will be the usual menu of beans, cole slaw, hot dogs, various breads
and, of course, PIE!
Everyone is welcome, both from within the church and the wider community.
If you are a regular volunteer, please check with Julie if you can or cannot
help.
COME HAVE SOME PIE!

COOKIE WALK
THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the recent Cookie Walk – setting up,
cleaning up, baking cookies, and of course buying cookies! The total raised was
an amazing $396! A really great boost for the youth toward achieving their goal
of about $3,500 for the 7 people (plus 2 serving on staff as "Red Shirts" for whom
no registration fee needs to be paid) who will be attending the work camp mission
trip this summer in Wrightsville, PA. Your support is truly appreciated!
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FINDING PEACE IN LENT
Finding Peace in Lent is a devotional booklet containing reflections of the Saint Francis Peace Prayer: “Lord, make
me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is
doubt, faith;....” For Lent 2018 the Congregation Council is inviting EVERYONE who is part of the Holy Cross
community to use this devotional booklet for the 40 days of preparation from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday. For
all of us to engage in such a spiritual discipline together, is bound to be a very meaningful experience. Along with
reading and praying as a corporate body on a daily basis, there will be opportunities to join one another in discussing
the Bible passages, reflections, and prayers contained in this devotional resource. The Adult Forum will be one such
opportunity each Sunday during Lent, and the mid-week services on Wednesdays during Lent will be another. Please
pick up a copy of Finding Peace in Lent and join your brothers and sisters in Christ on this spiritual journey!

LENTEN WEDNESDAY MEAL AND SERVICE
Mid-week Meal and Service for Lent continues each Wednesday, through March 21st. A meal of bread and soup is
served in Luther Hall at 6:00 pm followed by a worship service from 6:30 to 7:00 pm, also in Luther Hall. The
services are a time of prayers, hymns, readings, reflection and sharing. These times to gather are encouraged as a part
of one's Lenten preparation leading up to Holy Week and Easter. Indicating your intention to attend by adding your
name to the list in the Narthex is appreciated, though not required. Signing up to bring a soup or bread is also
appreciated. Thank you!

PALM CROSSES
Remember those lovely palm crosses you received last year on Palm Sunday? We will be
making these unique keepsakes for the congregation once again, and you are invited to
take part in their creation! Carol Steingart is our resident expert, having learned to weave
the crosses from her father when she was a child. Carol will lead a Palm Cross Workshop
on Wednesday March 21st, from 10 am to 12 noon in Luther Hall, to which all are
welcome!

SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
Palm Sunday, March 25th will be a SINGLE SERVICE at 10:00 am (outside
procession, weather permitting).
Maundy Thursday, March 29th at 7:30 pm.
Good Friday, March 30th at 7:30 (Tenebrae service with sanctuary getting
progressively darker).
Easter Sunday, April 1st (no fooling!) at 8:15 am and 10:45 am (with special
music and Easter Cross adorned with flowers).
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WELCOMING NEW IMMIGRANTS – OUR NEW NEIGHBORS
Welcoming New Immigrants - Our New Neighbors is a ministry begun by local residents Judy and Dick Cadmus and
supported by their home church, Christ Church. A year ago Dick and Judy reached out to the larger community for
assistance. In the past 25 months, Welcoming New Immigrants has served 22 families, comprising 102 people.
Currently, it is actively assisting 9 families.
Welcoming New Immigrants seeks to assist newly arrived individuals and families in several ways:
1.) Providing household items such as furniture, bedding and kitchen utensils.
2.) Helping families communicate with landlords and navigate community resources.
3.) Providing friendship and understanding of Maine and American culture.
Cheryl Dearman-Mills has been active in Welcoming New Immigrants and the Holy Cross Council voted unanimously
to support this new ministry by inviting our membership into participation. If you are interested in learning more,
you may speak to or contact Cheryl Dearman Mills at 641-3837 or cadmills32@gmail.com.

FRIENDSHIP LUNCH
February’s Friendship Lunch will be Monday, March 12th at noon. The theme for the meal will
be St. Patrick’s Day! Everyone is welcome! The luncheon is always served on the second Monday
of each month. If you would like to volunteer to help out at the luncheon, please contact Mary
Keating.

YOUR PROPERTY
We no longer have a large storage closet in the kitchen and when items are left behind after an event at church, they
tend to sit out or are moved from one location to the next because they are in the way. If you have brought something
to church and left it behind, please take it back home. Items that are left will be put on a table in Luther Hall on
Sunday mornings for a couple of weeks. After that, they will be stored for the next yard sale and we will graciously
thank you for your donation!

PARENTS’ PRAYER GROUP
The Parent's Prayer group meets the first Monday of every month in Lord Street House. From 4:30 to 5:30 we will
share prayer concerns and pray together. From 5:30 to 6:00, we will devote time to fellowship and book discussion.
(The book we are reading is The Power of a Praying Parent and copies are available.) We pray for all children of all
ages and all stages - please join us!

JOKE OF THE MONTH
Submitted by Jack Bates

Toward the end of his life, when he was suffering from the accumulated effects of a lifetime of drinking, an ill W.C.
Fields was discovered reading the Bible by one of his friends. The astonished friend asked: “What are you – an
atheist—doing reading the Bible?”
“I’m looking for loopholes,” Fields replied.
What doesn’t kill you makes you strong --- except for Bears. Bears will kill you.
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FAMILY & FRIENDS WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS:
Jim Keating
Alice Lailer
Diana Breitenfield
John Kreie
Rolf Bandle
Patti Berg-Anderson
Jolene
Ken Roberts
Becky
Sandy
Roger
Ray

Dick
Kim Najariean
Faith Follum
Betty
John
Liz Lienhard
Mary
Tammy
Jamie
Dick
Nicole Muniz

A prayer of thanksgiving for God’s healing power in the life of: Tony Ciampa, Dea Cleveland, Paul, Tyler
We commend into God’s care the spirit of those who have died recently: Sharon Levesque (friend of Donna
Simmons), Paulin Chambers (sister of Irene Eaton)

SERVING US IN MARCH
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

ALTAR GUILD

8:15 am

10:45 am

Linda Gaidimas
Mary Bates

Chris Cherry
Roger Anderson

Sandie Hamel
USHERS
8:15 am
Mary Keating
10: 45 am
Jon Janiak

Single Service, Sunday 3/25, 10:00 am

Chris Cherry
Roger Anderson
Mary Bates

CRIER PUBLICATION INFO:
To get pertinent information out to our members and friends in a timely fashion, The Crier is published the
last full week of each month. In order for us to use this publishing schedule, we have a firm deadline for
submissions. The firm deadline for the April Crier is Sunday, March 25th.
The Crier will be compiled and edited the next Saturday morning (March 31st) – at the latest !
Please send all articles to Julie Clapp at juliane@julianemarie.com or leave them in the church office.
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church
2 Lord Street
Kennebunk, ME 04043
Reverend Richard A. Horner, Pastor
www.kennebunklutheran.org
Worship Schedule
Sunday, March 4, 11, 18 :
8:15 am Modern Lutheran Liturgy*
10:45 am Traditional Lutheran Liturgy*
Sunday, March 25:
10 am Single service: Modern and Traditional Lutheran Liturgy*
*Holy Communion served at all services

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
~ John 3:16 NIV
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