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From the Pastor – “The angel said to shepherds, ‘Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people.’” (Luke 2:10)
As we enter into what is often called the “holiday season” – the time from Thanksgiving to New Year’s Day – there is
often the sense that it should be a time of great joy. It should be a time for celebrating, having fun, enjoying a break
from our regular routine as we take time off from school and work, perhaps traveling to see loved ones, or having
family and friends come visit us. Parties and special events are often part of the experience too, along with
decorations, cards, and gifts.
The “holiday season” can, in fact, have the effect of brightening our lives. But there’s also the risk of our building it up
too highly. The risk that we will be hoping for this time of year to be “magical” and thereby give our spirit a lift.
Hoping to be swept up in all the hustle and bustle and transported thereby to a better place – to where we feel that
our life is more satisfying, more meaningful. That’s an awful lot to hope for even if the tree is trimmed beautifully, the
gifts are just right, the food is delicious, and the time with family and friends is delightful.
Ultimately, the “holiday season” isn’t a firm enough foundation on which to stand. What is needed instead, what is
truly substantial and reliable, is the “good news.” The angel’s message of long ago remains the basis for our hope
today. We need not be afraid, we can live lives of meaning, purpose, and great joy, because of the good news revealed
by God for all the people on that very first Christmas: “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is
Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11)
In everything you do this time of year, Jesus the Savior is there by your side -- guiding, directing, and empowering
you. May you enjoy, and truly rejoice in, the presence of the Lord.
In Christ,
Pastor Rich Horner
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MESSAGE FROM A COUNCIL MEMBER
By Valerie Reid

“And Wild and Sweet the Words Repeat …”
On December 25, 1864 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote the poem “Christmas Bells.” Less than four months later,
Lee would surrender at Appomattox, but on that Christmas Day, the country was still suffering the horrors of the Civil
War.
The years 1861 -1864 were personally tragic for Longfellow. Just months after the war began, his wife of 18 years and
mother of their five children died from injuries sustained in a fire in their home. Two years later he received word
that his eldest son, Charles, had been shot in battle and suffered severe spinal injury.
His journals from those years reflect his sorrow. His Christmas entries read, “How inexplicably sad are all holidays,”
the year his wife died, and he wrote “A merry Christmas say the children, but that is no more for me,” the following
Christmas. There was no entry at all the Christmas his son was wounded.
But in 1864, (perhaps it was the re-election of Lincoln and a sense that the war may cease), something restored to him
enough hope to sit down and write the poem which would become the memorable Christmas Carol “I Heard the Bells
on Christmas Day.”
Here is his opening stanza:
“I heard the bells on Christmas Day,
their old familiar carols play,
and wild and sweet the words repeat,
of peace on earth, good-will to men!”
And here are the powerful words of his last two:
“And in despair I bowed my head,
‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said;
‘For hate is strong and mocks the song,
Of peace on earth good-will to men.’
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The Wrong shall fail, the Right Prevail,
With peace on earth, good-will to men.”
What a timeless message! In this bleak mid-winter, let us all remember as Longfellow did, how the gift of our Savior,
the glorious gift of Christmas, restores hope to us all. “God is not dead, nor doth he sleep. The wrong shall fail, the
right prevail,” with PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL TO MEN!” Amen!

HOLIDAY FOOD BASKETS
As we enter the 2017 holiday season, we are again reaching out to our neighbors and friends
through the Holiday Food Baskets Programs to ensure that those in need and those who
want to give have the opportunity to participate in the Thanksgiving and Christmas
programs. Your support of this community tradition will give comfort and happiness to
many of our neighbors throughout the holidays. Items most needed for food baskets:
potatoes, pudding, canned green beans, evaporated milk, onions, Jell-O, canned peas, pie
crust mix, boxed stuffing, canned fruit, gravy, and other non-perishables. Please place all
food items in the baskets located in the Narthex. Monetary donations should be made out to
Community Outreach Services, Inc., with Holiday Food Baskets on the memo line of the check, and mailed to P.O.
Box 1175, Kennebunk, ME 04043. COS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organization, and all donations are tax
deductible. NOTE: If you would like to help pack holiday food baskets or to be a driver to help deliver them, please
contact Donna Patterson at 651-1997 by December 20th.
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MY DILEMMA

by Donna Simmons
I am sure I am not alone in my dilemma. There is a multitude of ways to give away money, and/or spend it on
someone else. I often do that as part of my offering to my church; but Pastor turned my world upside down this past
Sunday during his sermon when he proposed a reverse offering.
First of all, I had never heard of such a thing. Second, it is much easier to give from my own pocket. I didn’t want the
cash in the envelope I was given to be handled without thought. I thought it should be given to a cause or a person in
need. There are plenty of causes and needs out there. I generally give to many throughout the year and more so during
the holiday season leading up to the celebration of Jesus birth.
I didn’t want to give this gift to any of the charities and people that I would ordinarily give to because it would seem
like I was escaping my own gift giving. I want it to be something different.
There isn’t a large amount in the envelope I was given; it’s not like I could spread it around.
Then I thought I might use it as seed money to grow into a larger amount like the talents in the Gospel lesson this past
Sunday in Matthew 25:14-30 when a man entrusted his money (talents) to three of his servants while he was gone.
Two of his servants invested his money and doubled the amount to give back to him. But one servant buried the talent
he had been given and then gave it back to him on his return.
There was no way I was going to bury the cash I was given and then turn it back to the church. And in this day and age
there is no way the money I was given was going to double itself any time soon. But, I liked the idea of doubling it.
Okay, maybe tripling it. Better yet what about seven times the amount. Seven has a Biblical context. Still how do I put
it to good use over and above what I ordinarily give to those in need?
Some ideas I’ve come up with include buying a meal for a shut in, or a homeless person standing on a street corner,
buying some pet food and giving it to the local animal shelter, handing out several dollars of it to elderly people in the
grocery parking lot and suggesting that they had dropped it, or even buying gloves and a scarf and hanging them on
the door handle of a neighbor’s home.
As you can see, it is quite a dilemma. Before Christmas I hope I come up with a solution. If you were one of those
people who were given envelopes in church for this reverse offering I hope you find the perfect way to share this gift.

SHARE THE BOUNTY
Saturday, December 2nd, is the day for the next bean supper!
There will be the usual menu of beans, cole slaw, hot dogs, various breads
and, of course, PIE!
Everyone is welcome, both from within the church and the wider
community. If you are a regular volunteer, please check with Julie if you
can or cannot help.
COME HAVE SOME PIE!

GOT A QUESTION?
About who to contact with regard to a certain event? About when a certain activity will be happening? About how to
get something into the weekly bulletin or the monthly newsletter? Whatever your question might be about things
happening at Holy Cross, if you don’t know who to contact directly please be sure to call the church office (985-1681)
or send an email to pastor@kennebunklutheran.org. If you call the office and don’t get an answer, just leave a
message and Pastor Rich will get back to you soon.
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ROGER’S REFLECTIONS: The Prodigal…
By Roger Rotvig

The story we call “The Prodigal Son”, found only in Luke 15:11-32, is one of my favorite Bible stories, and yet, probably
the most misunderstood. First of all, the word “prodigal” does not appear in the Biblical record. It was added over
the years by readers who focused on the first part of the story, the wayward, wasteful, greedy and thoughtless son.
This is probably a result of the first dictionary definition of “prodigal”, which is “recklessly wasteful”.
A closer examination indicates that this parable in Luke comes in the midst of a series of parables that focused, not on
the sinner, but the forgiver. With that in mind, let us look at the wonderfully gracious act of forgiveness of the father,
which begins at verse 20, “But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion on him and ran
and embraced him and kissed him”. If we want to use the word prodigal in this parable, it’s second meaning in the
same dictionary is probably more appropriate. It reads: “profuse in giving; exceedingly abundant; lavish”. If anyone
was “prodigal” in this parable, it was the father in the way he forgave him and welcomed him home. So, maybe we
should re-name this story as “The Prodigal Father”.
But once again, the context of the many parables in this section of Luke is not of “man forgiving man”, but rather they
speak to the graciousness of God the Father to his fallen humankind. While we were yet at a distance, God saw us and
had compassion on us and ran to us and kissed us. This makes this the most beautiful of all Biblical parables. Perhaps
we should call this the parable of the “Prodigal God”.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING WITH THE DEACONS
Saturday, December 16th the deacons and whoever else might like to
join will be going Christmas caroling at the homes of a few of our shutin families. We will gather at the church at 2 p.m. and carpool to these
homes. We will be bringing baskets of goodies to each of these homes.
We will meet at the church the same day at noon to put the baskets
together. If you would like to contribute some items, please contact
Mary Keating or Barbara Horner. Items needed are the following:
baked goods, homemade preserves, books, magazines, candy, DVD’s,
toiletries, knitted socks, etc. or any other thing you can think of! We
hope to see you there!

WOMEN’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS YANKEE SWAP PARTY
Sunday, December 3rd at 2 p.m. is the Women’s Yankee Swap Party! It will be at Mary Keating’s house. Please bring a
dish to share and a wrapped gift ($20 value) to swap. There will be a sign- up sheet in the Narthex.
All women are welcome!
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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY, EVERY SUNDAY, EVERY DAY
We have just finished up with Thanksgiving, so it really isn’t hard to figure what to talk about this month. I have
mentioned before that Thanksgiving is really a very favorite holiday because it had been special in my family for a
long time. Also, it is my really favorite feast. (And especially a turkey sandwich for breakfast on Friday morning). We
all remember the story of the first Thanksgiving when the Pilgrims held a feast for the Indians who had helped them
through a very hard winter and summer, serving food they had grown and harvested. But also, the Indians brought
their contributions as well because the Pilgrims had also helped them in return in many ways. When remembering
those beginnings I now turn the name of that holiday around – I now call it “Giving Thanks”. Because that is what it
really started out to be. We give thanks for what we have received, just as the Pilgrims and the Indians did.
We also now give thanks in so many other ways. When we are given birthday presents, when we receive help in a
project or when we are offered helping care, we give thanks. And we like to be thanked when we do the same. We
give thanks when we say a blessing before a meal, or when we ask God to help us when we need help. We give thanks
when we pray the Prayer for All the People of God on Sunday mornings, and also when we pray The Lord’s Prayer,
asking for His blessing.
I have mentioned in the past that Giving Thanks also comes back to us in many ways. Last month we focused on
Giving to our Church so that the work of Holy Cross can be carried on for the benefit of us all, as well for the greater
church and our community. It is our way of saying “thanks” to our Church for making a commitment of faith, and it
always comes back to us, sometimes “in Spades”, so to speak. And here, we offer back to everyone who contributes to
that cause a very big “Thank you”. And it also extends beyond just the monetary contribution. It includes all the ways
a contribution is made - through giving time and talent in all the ways to Holy Cross functions. To you all, we offer a
very big THANK YOU. Part of Stewardship is always to say thank you.
Carl Graves

FRIENDSHIP LUNCH
December’s Friendship Lunch will be Monday, December 11th at noon and will feature the annual tradition of pork
pie! Everyone is welcome! The luncheon is always served on the second Monday of each month. If you would like to
volunteer to help out at the luncheon, please contact Mary Keating.

PARENTS’ PRAYER GROUP
The Parent's Prayer group meets the first Monday of every month in Lord Street House. From 4:30 to 5:30 we will
share prayer concerns and pray together. From 5:30 to 6:00, we will devote time to fellowship and book discussion.
(The book we are reading is The Power of a Praying Parent and copies are available.) We pray for all children of all
ages and all stages - please join us!

BAKE SALE
A HUGE THANK YOU everyone who helped make the recent bake sale to benefit the
2018 Work Camp Mission Trip a tremendous success – raising close to $500!! Along
with items baked by the youth, members of Holy Cross provided baked goods as well.
And of course, so many participated by purchasing all those tasty treats! Your support is
much appreciated as our young people work toward their goal of raising several
thousand dollars that will go toward their camp tuition, most of which is used for
purchasing the paint and other home repair supplies that are used to help people in
need. (The dates for the 2018 work camp are June 17-23, and the location will be
Wrightsville, PA.)
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Christmas Eve Worship
Sunday, December 24th
Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, so the worship
schedule that day will be as follows:
Service at 10:00 am
Informal single service in Luther Hall
accompanied by a meal.
If you can help provide juice, fruit, coffee cake, muffins for the
morning meal, please add your name to the sign up sheet in the
Narthex at church.

Service at 5:00 pm:
Special Music
Children’s Sermon
Candlelight Communion Service
Service at 9:00 pm:
Special Music
Candlelight Communion Service
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Christmas Poinsettias for Our Sanctuary

Each Christmas Eve in celebration of Christ’s birth, we decorate the altar area
with a beautiful floral display of plants given in celebration or in memory of
people who are important to you. If you would like to take part in this, you can
place your flower order no later than Sunday, December 17th.
Pot Size Plant
6”
7”
8”

Price

Quantity ordered

Total

___________

_____

Poinsettia 1 plant, 6-8 blooms $13
Poinsettia, 2 plants, 9-12 booms $22
Poinsettia, 3 plants, 12-15 blooms $32

___________

_____

___________

_____

Grand Total ___________
Dedication (Please check one or more and print names as applicable)

□ In Memory of ____________________________________________________________
□ In Honor of ______________________________________________________________
□ To the Glory of God
Donor Name and Phone #
__________________________________________________________
Place order form with payment in collection plate. Note “Christmas Flowers” on the check memo line.
If you are paying with cash, please check here □

~~ Flower order due NO LATER than Sunday, December 17th ~~
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ADVENT
The Season of Advent begins on December 3rd. On the stand at the back of the church you will find an Advent
devotional book called “Glory to God in the Highest” that contains a daily Scripture verse, reflection and prayer. Of
special interest to children there are also pop-up window calendars for Advent called “Up above Bethlehem.” Please
make use of these resources to enrich your spiritual preparation for Christmas!

DECORATING THE CHURCH
Decorating the church for Advent will take place on Saturday
December 2nd at 10 a.m. under the direction of Cathy
Hammond. If you can come to lend a hand it would be most
appreciated! For more information or with any questions you
can call Cathy at 985-7986, or email her at
cathrynhammond02@gmail.com Thanks!

GIFT-GIVING TREE
The gift-giving tree in Luther Hall is decorated with ornaments that
have a little tag attached describing a suggested gift based on a “wish
list” provided by the York County Shelter. If you would like to
participate, please take an ornament with a tag describing the gift you
wish to purchase and place your unwrapped gift under the tree with
the tag attached to it. Staff and volunteers at the Shelter will wrap the
gifts. The FINAL DEADLINE for placing gifts under the tree will be
Sunday, December 17, so that all the presents can be delivered to the
shelter after the second service. This will give the shelter the needed
time to sort and wrap the gifts in time for Christmas! If you have any
questions, please contact Jenny Gallo or Cathy Norwood at (207)
967-4733.
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SAFE FAMILIES FUNDRAISER
Safe Families relies on the support of churches and individuals to fund staff positions
and trainings. To support this important ministry Fair Trade gifts from SERRV and
handmade shawls and scarves will be available for sale between services on Sunday
December 10. For more information please contact Cheryl Dearman Mills at 6413837.

COOKIE BOXES FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS
At this time of year it is our tradition to remember students of family and
friends who are attending college. If you know of a student who would like
to receive a box of treats from their Holy Cross family please email their
name and mailing address to Sandie Hamel, mummu@roadrunner.com.
These boxes will be packaged and mailed in early December.

There will be a Budget Hearing for the proposed 2018 Operating Budget for
Holy Cross on Sunday, December 10th, at 9:30 am in Luther Hall. Your
questions and comments are appreciated and helpful as Council works toward
finalizing a budget proposal to present at the annual meeting on January 28,
2018.

COFFEE CLEAN-UP
Would you be able to take an occasional turn at cleaning up after coffee on Sunday
mornings? A list of available Sundays will be posted in the Narthex for you to add your
name. Early service worshippers who would like to help could sign up for a Single Service
Sunday. Any help would be appreciated! Thank you!
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USHERS
More ushers are needed for all services. It’s an easy way to serve and a valuable part of the worship service. You will
receive training on all components. This can be done by an individual or you can grab an old friend (or make a new
one) and work together. Please see Peter Judd to sign up. Thank you!!

A POLAR EXPRESS NIGHT!
An event hosted by the youth going on the 2018 work camp
mission trip will take place on Saturday December 9th from
2-6 pm in Luther Hall. Bring your kids or grandkids to a fun
party of Christmas crafts, photo ops, holiday treats (gluten
free included) and other fun activities. Cost is $8 per child.
Feel free to stay or drop your kid(s) off. We have two CPR
certified/first aid young adults. Allergy and emergency
contact sheet will be at drop off to fill out. Contact Joy
Landolfi for more information via text/call: 207-337-2342.

JOKE OF THE MONTH
Submitted by Jack Bates
The Joy of Christmas
Our youngest daughter, Nancy, was almost four. My wife and I and our four older children had tried to prepare
Nancy for Christmas by talking with her about the real meaning of Christmas and why the family celebrated it.
Nancy had a wonderful Christmas with a lot of presents and toys. A few days later, she was talking with her older
sister about what a great Christmas she had, and said, “I sure hope Joseph and Mary have another baby.”
D.W. Dugan
It is good to be children sometimes, and never better than at Christmas when its
Mighty Founder was a child Himself.
Charles Dickens
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FAMILY & FRIENDS WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS:
Jim Keating
Alice Lailer
Diana Breitenfield
John Kreie
Kurt
Rolf Bandle
Paul
Tyler
Jolene

Ken Roberts
Becky
Polly Janiak
Sandy
Roger
Ray
Dick
Kim Najariean
Tony Ciampa
Faith Follum

A prayer of thanksgiving for God’s healing power in the life of: Eliza, Jim, Lauren
We commend into God’s care the spirit of those who have died recently: Bob Westerman (Donna Simmons’ cousin)

SERVING US IN DECEMBER
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

ALTAR GUILD

December 3, 10 and 17
8:15 am

10:45 am

Val Reid
Mary Bates

Chris Cherry
Vicky Cherry

Joy Judd
USHERS
8:15 am
Jack Bates
10: 45 am
Richard & Sayoko Wrage

December 24 and 31, 10:00 am
Chris Cherry
Vicky Cherry
Mary Bates

CRIER PUBLICATION INFO:
To get pertinent information out to our members and friends in a timely fashion, The Crier is published the
last full week of each month. In order for us to use this publishing schedule, we have a firm deadline for
submissions. The firm deadline for the December Crier is Sunday, December 24th.
The Crier will be compiled and edited the next Saturday morning (December 30th) !
Please send all articles to Julie Clapp at juliane@julianemarie.com or leave them in the church office.
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church
2 Lord Street
Kennebunk, ME 04043
Reverend Richard A. Horner, Pastor
www.kennebunklutheran.org
Worship Schedule
Sunday, December 3, 10, 17:
8:15 am Modern Lutheran Liturgy*
10:45 am Traditional Lutheran Liturgy*
Sunday, December 24 and 31:
10 am Single service: Modern and Traditional Lutheran Liturgy*
*Holy Communion served at all
services

For unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is
given: and the
government shall be
upon his shoulder: and
his name shall be
called Wonderful,
Counsellor,
The mighty God,
The everlasting
Father,
The Prince of Peace
(Isaiah 9:6 KJV).
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